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Thy Teltimonies, have 1” taken” : 
my Heritage for ever, . for they 
the rejoycing of my Heart. ' 
dren will be ſure to claim their  Fa- . 
ther's Lands, but it s much more oe» © 
firable to. "Claim their. Father's God,” 
Moſes 4id ; Exod. 15... "He's o 
Father's. God, and I will, ext. him. 
How Excellent s it, when they 7 PE 
rit. their Parents Graces ? One 
Patt welt im bis Grandmother Low, 
thes in bis Moth#s Eunice, and they 
in Timothy bimſelf. This is to be an 
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piſh ſomething : that, may contribute. to 
the Informing the Ignorant, and 
the Secure. Chriſt's Preathing maybe 
a Load:ſtone to draw periſhing Sinners © 
to him ;__ and the Priſon of God may 
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and be a Spur to Quicken them. to * 
fly for Retuge, to lay hold of the”? 
Hope ſet before them. / Bow my: 
Knee to the God and Father of our”: 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ,,” the Father of ® 


that he would Grant unto you the Spt- 
rit of Wiſdom aud Revelation, and 
thereby Seal Inſtruttion to your Souls ; © 
that being built upon your moi# Holy 
Faith, you may grow up into"Chraft | 
in all things, and at laſt obtain an: 
Inberitance among all them that are 
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| By which alſo he went, and 
Preached to the Spirits 
in Priſon, 


Subje&t, He. The Perſon ſpoken of 

is called Chriſt in the 18th. Verſe, 
Though be was put to death in the Fleſh, yet 
he was quickned by the Spirit. He. taſted 
Death for a little time but ſoon aboliſhed 
and {wallowed it up for ever. His Hu» 
mane Nature rendred him obnoxious to 
Death, but his Divine Nature made him 
Victorious over it. 2. We have ſome- 
thing affirmed and aſſerted of this Subje, 
viz, That he went by it, that is, by his 
Divine Nature, and preached. Though 
the'Son of God had not yet aſlumed a 
Humane Nature, yet he did exiſt in his 
Divine Nature; though he came to Men 
in time, yet he was —_ the Father from 


| theſe words we may obſerve, 1. A 
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Eternity, and ſo was in a capacity to 
W- Preach" before "he was manifeſted i the 
# Fleth, As a Candle can ſhine and give 
s Light before it is put into a Lanthorn ; 
and the Light created the Firſt day did I1- 
luminate the World before the Sun was 
created the fourth day. So the Divine 
Nature of Chriſt did enlighten the Whrld 
before he roſe, and appeared as a-Stin of 
Righteouſneſs ſhining in and through a 
Body of Fleſh, while the . fourth Thou- 
ſand of Years was yet gg. wa And this 
Expreſflion is obſervable, that by his Di- 
vine Nature he went and preached; Where 
the Son of God preaches, thither he 
comes, and there he is Spiritually preſent ; 
where the Goſpel is diſpenſed, there is a 
ſpecial Preſence of the Son of God. In 
Epbeſ. 2. 17. it is ſaid, He came and preach- 
ed Peace to thoſe that were far off, avid to 
them that are nigh. So the Houtholder is 
ſaid to go forth to the elder Brother, and 
entreat him to come in tothe Feaſt, Zuke 
15.28. Where the Word is preached , 
the Father and the Son do come forth , 
and draw near to Men, and treat with 
them about their Spiritual and Eternal 
Good. | 

3-- We may obſerve to whom the Son 
bi God preached ; Perer tells us,” it was 
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ched to them before they were caft into 
Priſon, while they were yet ſeated in 
Bodies cloathed with Fleſh, and were 
dwelling-in the World ; it' is ſuch that 
are meet to be preached to, that are yet 
in the way in a ſtate of Tryal, and Can- 
didates for Eternity. When once the 


Final Sentence is paſſed, and the eternal ' 


ſtate of Sinners fixed, it is too late to ſet 
on foot a Treaty of Peace with them, 
or to make offers of Mercy to them. 
Thoſe that. were Priſoners in che days of 
Peter, were living, and at Liberty in 
the days of Noah. The * Pa- 
piſts would impoſe and abtrude 
this ſenſe on Peter's words, as ax rb 
if the Soul of Jeſus Chriſt be- | Nores on 
ing {ſeparated from the Body , ir. - 
did go and Preach to ſome of 
the Fathers of the Old Teſtament, that 
were not. ( as they ſay) yet admitted 1n- 
to Heaven, but were reſerved in- ſome 
out-rooms of Hel], where they felt no 
pain, but did not yet ſee the Glorious 
Face of God, nor enjoy his Bleſſed Pre- 
ſence. .But this cannot be the true ge- 
nuine ſenſe of the words. For, 1. If 
Spirit ſignifies here the Soul of Chriſt , 
and quickned _ his Relurfe&ion , 
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tered in Hell. 4. If the Soul of Chriſt 


(4) 
then Jeſus Chriſt muſt Preach to theſe 
Spirits not while his Body was dead, but 
ater his Reſurre&ion, which the Papiſts 
themſelves will not own or admit. 2. Spi- 
rit in the 18:h. Verle ſignifies Chriſt's Di- 


vine Nature, and it was not in this, or by 


this that he preached to the Spirits of the 
Old Teſtament after their Souls were ſe- 
parat2d from their Bodies, 3. Thoſe that 
Chriſt preached to lived, and were dif- 
obedient in the days of Neab; it is not 

ſaid, they did Repent of, or break off 
from their ſins, but were hardned in their 
Unbelief, and dyed in their Iniquities ; 
they went down uncircumciſed in Heart 
into the Pir, and ſo Eternal Death was 
their Wages, and Hell was their own 
Place. Now even Papiſts dare not ſay, 
that Chriſt preached tothe Damned, their 
ſtate is remedileſs, the Sentence irrevo- 
cable, their Loſs irrecoverable ; there is no 
Year of Jubilee, no Goal-delivery for 
impriſoned Spirits confined to, and ſhut 
up in Hell. Jeſus Chriſt would not Preach 
to thoſe that God had caſt off for ever, 


-and doomed to Eternal Miſery, for their 


continued and obſtinate Diſobedience , 
they whole Nature was not changed on 
Exrth, their Condition could not be al- 


had 
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had preached to Souls in the. Priſon of +» 
Hell, what Reafon can be afligned why - 
he ſhould Preach rather to thoſe that were 
diſobedient in the days of Noah, than to 
thoſe that were difobedient in. the-days cf 
Abrabam, Moſes, or in the afcer-times of 
the Prophets 2 This one Argument may 
ſhame this Notion, and confute this un- 
grounded Expoſition of the words, that 
the Soul of Chriſt went down to Hell to 
Preach to Spirics there. 

Before I come to the main Dodarines 
that the words afford, I ſhall obſerve ſe- 
veral other great Truths that the words 
do offer to us. 1. That the Scripture 
a moſt Excellent and Divine Book, in 
that it gives us ſuch a true Account, and 
ſuch ſure Notions about a future and eter- 
nal ſtate after Death. As ir cells us what 
is the Condition of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Facob, and all the Holy Prophets, that 
they are in the Palaces and Kingdom of 
God, Luke 13.28. ſoit informs us what 
is become of the Sinners of the Old 
World ; that theſe are caſt into che Pri- 
ſon of God. He that appoints Portion 
in the Paradice above, and affigns places 
in the Priſon below, and adjudges to each 
of theſe by an irrevocable Sentence, can 
beſt tell what is become of Saints and 
B 3 Sinners 
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Siriners now they are departed out of the 
World. | 

2. This Evidences the Immortality of 
the Soul, that the Spirits of wicked Men 
are {aid to ſubfiſt after Death,and to abide 
in God's Priſon, though their Garments of 
Fleſh were - plucke off, their Houſes of 
Clay throwndown to the Duſt, yet their 
Souls did not expire, or ſleep; as a Man 
can live; though his Garments are put off, 
or his Houſe be demoliſhed, or drop 
down: So the Soul hath no ſuch neceſſary 
dependance on the Body, but can exiſt 
though this Garment be put off, this - 
Houle be pulled down. This Candle will 
burn, though taken out of the Lanthorn 
of the Fleſh, Death doth not blow out, 
only it removes this Light into another 
World. ys 

2. We may obſerve the Mercy and 
Goodneſs of God, that though he had 
threatned a Flood, and adjudged all the 
World (beſides eight Perſons) to be 
drowned by it, yet the Son of God 
Preaches to this degenerate and wicked 
World before he deſtroys them 3 though 
God deſigned Severity againſt their Bo- 
dies, yet he offers Mercy to their Souls; 
that though they could not avoid the firſt, 
yer that they might decline the ſecond 
Io WF4.8 Death ; - 


oi 
Death ; and though cheirbaſer part wers 
caſt away, yet that their Souls might 
ſwim to, and Land ſafely on the Shoars 
of a bleſſed Eternity, and God's means 
do not-uſe to be totally ineffeAual, and 
in vain. The Word is ſeldom if ever 
preached, but that ſome are to be drawn 
out of the dead Sea, and called out of 
their Graves by it. Peter ſeems to tell us, 
that the Word was not wholly loſt on 
the Old World, but that ſome received 
faving Benefit by it, r Pet. 4.6. For this 
cauſe was \ the Goſpel preached alſo to then 
that were dead, that they might be judzed 
according to men in the fleſh, but live accord- 
ing to God in the ſpirit, This 
may be, and is expounded to 714. Piſcal 
relate to, and point at the #n locun. 
ſtate of the Old World; the | 
Goſpel was preached to them,rhat though 
they were judged, were drowne:!, and 
periſhed in the Eye of Men as to their 
Fleſh, yet they might live to, and with 
God in their Spirits. Though God pre- 
claimed War againſt their Bodies, yer he 
tendred Peace to their Souls. 

4. We may further Obſerve, that even 
thoſe that the Son of God Preaches' to, 
may ſtop their Ears, cloſe their Eyes, 
harden their Hearts, and for their Un- © 
B 4 belief 


ma. , 
ey 


2% wn 


belief and Impenitency, may be caſt in 
- to God's Priſon, and periſh everlaſtingly+ 
' The Goſpel is to ſome the ſawour of death 
unto death, 2 Cor. 2.16. They did ſhut 
Chrift out of their Souls, and for this are 
ſhut up under the wrath of God, and are 
the Subje&ts of Eternal Vengeance. 

5. We may Obſerve what a hainous 
Evil Sin is, and what a terrible Adverſary 
God is: He did not only ſweep away 
the ſinners of the World,and drown their 
Bodies in a Flood of Waters, but he im- 
priſoned and puniſhed their Souls. God 
drowned their Spirics in Deſtruion and 
Perdition, 1 7. 6.9. Sin is committed 
againſt an Infinite Majeſty, and cannot 
be ſufficiently puniſhed or ſatisfied for in 
a Finite Time, by a Finite Creature. Ir 
is an Axiom in the Civil Law, Accuſatio 
rei morte finitat : An Accuſation is finiſhed 
by the death of the guilty Perſon; all 
Proceſs and Proceedings then ceaſe againſt 
the Delinquent. Bur it is otherwiſe here ; 
God's Acculation is not let fall, his Actions ' 
are not withdrawn, his Controverſie doth 
not ceaſe when ſinners dye ; he purſues 
and overtakes them in another Warld , 
there he meets them as one bereaved of 
his Authority, Honour, and Glory ; by 
them, he relents the wrongs dope to ul. 
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he pours out the full Vials of his Wrath +, 
on them, and fights againſt them for ever. + * 
They are, that they may be Miſerables, 
2 bare Stock of Being is continned, that 
God may graft Miſery and Eternal Tor- 
ments on 1t. 

The words afford us two Dodrines : 
Firſt, That the Son of God did Preach 
before he was Incarnate, and doth as 
truly Preach by Inftruments, as he doth 
immediately in his own Perſon when he 
appeared here in the World. The Second 
Do&trine that riſes from the latter words 
is this, That the Souls of wicked Men, 
after they are departed out of the Body, 
are - confined to, and ſhut up in God's 
Priſon. 

I. Dodrine. The Son of God preached be- 
fore be was Incarnate , and deth as truly 
Preach by Inſtruments as he doth immediately 
in bs own Perſon, We may here diſtin» 
guiſh three Preachings of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1. He preached bctore his Incarnation. 
So in the Text the Son of God is ſaid to 
Preach to thoſe that were diſobedient in 
the days of Noah. The Goſpel was 

reached to them that formerly lived , 
fas were dead in the days of Peter, 1 Pet. 
4-6. And'who did then Preach ic? It 
was the Son of God. He was in the world, 

and 
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1 and the world was made by him, and the 
world knew him not, John t. 10. He was 
m the World, and that to Teach and In- 
ſtruc the Souls of Men. His being in the 
World relates to the time before his In- 
carnation ; then he treated with, and re- 
vealed a way of Salvation to the periſh- 
Ing Soulsof Men, He was in the World 
© to give light to ſtraying Sinners, to awa- 
ken ſleepy, to apprehend flying, to reſcue 
and fave ſinning Souls. He was in the 
World before Abr:ham was choſen, and 
his Seed was taken as a Peculiar People, 
or the Son cams to them as his own. 

2. The Son of God preached when 
he was manifeſted in the Fleſh. At Na- 
Zareth (where he was brought up,Luke 4. 
26.) he ſeems to Preach his firſt Sermon, 
* and then he choſe that Text, Ie. 61. r. 

This Scripture evidences his Miffion, and 
"contains his Commiſſion : As Amballa- 
dors firſt ſhew their Credentials, before 
they enter into a Treaty with thoſe to 
whom they are ſent. So Chriſt, as the 
Father's Ambaſſador, produces his Cre- 
- dentials, he faith, The Spirit of the Lord 
was upon him, for he anointed him to Preach 
glad ridings unto the meek. And Chriſt , 
itt purſuance of his Commiſſion and In- 
fiructions, went about preaching the gled 
| [= ... 
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tidings of the Kingdom of God, Luke 8. r. 
Feſus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom, Matth. 4. 23. Jeſus was not 
idle, did not loyter, or trifle away his 
time, but was daily caſting his Net to take 
Souls, and calling Men from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan to 
God. * And where he 


- 


did not Convert Men, 
yet he did convince , 
and ſomewhat awaken 
and terrifie ſinnerswith 
the fear of Hell. In 
this ſenſe he is. faid 
To [mite the Earth with 
the Rod of ha mouth , 
and with the breath of 


* When the Son of God 
was Incarnate, then 
Wiſdom cried with- 
out, Prov. I. 20, And 
the firſt-born of Gods 
new Family declared 
his Name to his Bre- 
thren,Pſ. 22.22. Then 
the Church found him 
without, Cant. 8. I 
That is, come forth it 
to our Native. 


hy lips to ſlay the wicked, 
Ifa. 11. 4- ” 
3. Now Chriſt is in Heaven he til 
continues to Preach. Take heed, faith 
the Apoſtle, Heb. 12.25. See that ye refuſe 
not him that ſpeaketh — we ſhall not eſcape, 
if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from 
Heaven. Ic was foretold that our Lord 
Jeſus ſhould ſpeak Peace to the Heathen, 
Zech. 9.10, So it was fulfilled by our 
Lord Jeſus. Paz! ſaith, That Chriſt came 
to Epheſws, Preaching Peace to them that 
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were afar off, Epbeſ. 2. 17. Jeſus Chriſt 
was then aſcended to Heaven, yet 'even 
then he came to Epheſus, and preached 
Peace. As he went to the Old World 
and preached- before his Incarnation, fo 
he came to Epheſus after his Aſcenſion , 
and proclaimed Peace ; though he came 
into the World to wage War with Satan, 
and to deſtroy his works, yet he daily 
© comes and preaches Peace to Sinners, and 
* > C41, « Wooes, and beleeches them to 
a 5 bereconciled to God *. Thus 

you ſee that the Son of God 
preached by Inſtruments, and by his Am- 
baſſadors before and ſince his Incarnation 
as he preached immediately when he was 
here in the World. | 

For the proſecuting of the Doctrine, 
I ſhall inſiſt upon theſe three things. 

1. How fit the Son of God was to 
Preach. 2. What it was he did Preach. 
3- To whom he did Preach. 

T7. I ſhall ſhew you how fit the Son of 
God is to Preach ; and that in reſpect, 
1. To the Divine Nature he poſleſſes. 
2. As to the Office he 1s cloathed with. 

1. Asto the Divine Nature he hath. 1.As 
he is God, he knows all things; as he was 
in the boſom of the Father from Eternity, 
Fohn 1.18. He is conſgious to all his 
| SEgrets, 


#4 
n 4X .. 7 


(13) 
Secrets, he is privy to all his Thoughts 
of Grace, and Counſels of Peace, that 
did ſpring up in his Heart from Eternity 
concerning the Sons of Men. None 
knows the Father but the Son, and be to whom 
be will reveal bim, Mat. 11.27. The Son 
knows the Father immediately, perfeRly, 
and infallibly. As the Wiſdom of God, 
he hath a full Acquaintance with the Fa- 
ther ; nothing is hid or concealed from 
him, what he hath ſeen with, and heard 
from the Father, that he teſtifieth, Joby 3. 
32. A Witneſs that reports what he hath 
heard and ſeen, is ſurely to be credited, 
and ſuch a Wienefs is Jeſus Chriſt, 1. 55. 
4. Rev. 3.14. He was to bring forth 
Judgment to 'the Gentiles, 7a. 42. 1. The 


Doctrine of the Goſpel is God's Judg- \ 


ment concerning a way of Relief,. Re- 
congiliation, and Salvation for Sinners, 
This Doctrine Chriſt was to bring forth, 
and that out of the boſom of 
the Father * Theſe great Se- 
crets he was to reveal to the 
World. 


* Vid. Piſ- 
cal. in loc. 


2. None but the Son of God can give . 


ſufficient Authority and Efficacy to the 
Word. 1. The Son gives Authority to 
the Goſpel, he that Preaches out of the 
bolom of the Father, Fobn 1.18. He 


that 


Fs 


Fe" 


_ I4 

" that ſpeaks from the Throne of: Majeſty 
 F and Glory *, isto be regarded. 
25. The Word ought, andis to be 

received as the Word of God, 
x Theſſ. 2.13. It is to be entertained as a 
Law from his Mouth, Fob 22. 22. What 
the Son Preaches is ſtamped with a Di- 
vine Authority. All ſhould tremble at , 
and ſtand in awe of his Word. 

2- The Son of God only can give Ef- 
ficacy to the Word. He that brought 
forth the Goſpel out of his Father's Bo- 
fom, can bring it into-our Hearts : He 
can ſow, cauſe the Seed to take Root , 
and change the Soil ; he can write in the 
Tables of our Hearts, 2 Cor. 3. 3. Jeſus 
Chriſt did not write the Goſpel with his 
own Hand in any Paper or Book, he in- 
tended and reſerved a more Noble Wri- 
ting to himſelf, which is moſt becoming 
of him, and peculiar to him. He writes 
in the Minds, Conſciences, and Wills of 
Men ; and he writes not Letters, Sylla- _ 
bles, bare Words or Sentences, but lf®" 
writes Divine Truths, Supernatural My- 
ſteries, Spiricual Principles, Diſpoſitions, 


* and Inclinations in the Souls of Men. 


The Son can come at, and write in that 
Table, that no-other can reach, or make 
impreſſions on. And the Son of God can 
Write 


write ſo effeually as to change a Heart. * 
of Stone to. a fleſhy Table ; he can ſoften . * 
and melt the Heart, and make it pliable . 
and flexible, 1. 51. 4. Hearken unto me, 
my People, and giue car unto me, O my Ne- 
tion ; for & Law ſhall proceed from me, and 

g be 


I will make my Tadgment to reft-for a! 
of the People; When may the Son of 
be ſaid to make his Judgment to reſt ? 
I Anſwer, when he engrafts his Word , 
and cauſes it to joyn, unite, and cloſe 
with the Stock of the Heart, Tames 1.221. 
When the Seed is turned into a new and 
Divine Nature, when in this Noble Ef- 
fe& of it, it &welleth and abideth in the 
Soul for ever, 1 Pet. I. 23. 

When it is mixed with Faith, MAb. 4. 4 
when it molds and faſhions the 

Soul into a Conformity to God, and a 
compliance with his Will; then it ma 
be ſaid truly co reſt and abide. A Gra 
that is not impylanted into the Stock, - a 
Stone that is not joyned to the Founda- 
tion, may be ſpurned to and. fro ; but 
when the Graft is united with the Stock, 
and the Stone is Jaid into the Building, 
then it hath reſt. None can give a Reſt 
in this ſenſe to to the Dodrine of the 
Goſpel but the Son of God , and how 
weak loever Inſtruments are, yet he can 
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produce mighty Effeas, when he ſpeaks | 


"25 in them, and by them * Out 
%y 1-13- of the mouths of babes and ſuck- 

licks be ordains ftrength, Plal.. 8. 
2, The Diſciples of Chriſt were but as 
Babes and Sucklings,they were not trained 
up in the Schools of Philoſophers, or Rhe- 
toricians, but were «yeauudr®@ x, ideTar, 
As 4. 13. Men unlearned, and ignorant 
in the Eyes of their Advasſaries; the 
word tranſlated Ignorant, is i/9ra: Ideots, 
and thoſe by the Gracians are called 
iloTe, Ideots, that have a very low Ta- 
lent of Reaſon, a ſcanty meaſure of Un- 
derſtanding at utmoſt, fitting chem to 
manage their own Private Aftairs, and 
{mall Concerns, but diſabling them from 
being employed in any Great, High, and 
Publick Aﬀairs. How Obſervable is it 
then, that the Son of God ſhould chooſe, 
and employ Men of ſuch mean Parts in 
the moſt high, weighty, and important 
Matters of his Kingdom, and accompliſh 
ſuch great and Noble things by them? 
The Son of God did ſpeak in them , 
2 Cor. 13.3. and work wich them, Mark 
I6. 20. ſo that they proſelyted a world 
of Enemies, and diſcipled Barbarous Na- 
tions to the Faith of Chriſt. They fa- 
'miſhed the Heathen Gods of the Earth , 
Zeph, 
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Zeph.2.11. They drew away their Wor- 
ſhippers, and deprived them of their Sa- 
crifices The Hands of theſe Husband- 
men cultivated and manured a barren and 
| horrid Wilderneſs, and reduced it to be 
a Spiritual Paradiſe, and Garden of God. 
The word of the Croſs, ſignified by the 
Living Water that came out from the 
ſide of the Altar, Ezek. 47. 1, 2. flowing 
out into the ſalt and dead Sea of the 
World, did heal theſe brackiſh, unplea- 
ſant, and unwholſom Waters. O, how 
wonderful was the Son of God 1a this, 
that a litle ffream of Doctrine concern- 
ing Chriſt crucified, ſhould heal, and 
make treſh the Waters of the great Sea of 
this corrupt and degenerate World ! How 
ſtrange and furprizing is this ! that ſuch 
few and weak Hands ſhould pull down 
Satan's Kingdom ? ſhould build the Ruines 
of many Generations, and wrett the Cap- 
tives from the Srong, and the Prey trom 
the Mighty : The Arrows that the Son of 
God did ſhoot by his Miniſters, did hit 
right, pierce deep, and cauſe ſinners to 

fall under them 
2, It we conſider the Office the Son of 
God Goth fuftain, and is inveſted with , 
this fits him to Preach to a finful and loſt 
World. He is ſtyled a MzGiator, 1 Tim. 
C "We 3 
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2. 5- If he had not undertaken to fatisfie 
Jutiice, and make Peace, God would have 
kept filence as to any gracious or comfor- 
table ſpeaking to the World. Had not 
he interpoſed between guilty Creatures 
and an angry God, we could have heard 
nothing elſe from Heaven bur denuncia- 
tionsof Vengeance, threatnings of Puniſh- 
ment, and meſſages of Death. But now 
lively Oracles come from the Mercy-leat, 
{ſprinkled with the Blood of the Mediator. 
He that hath made a Teſtament, and |} 
ſealed ict with his own Blood, is fitteſt to 
open, publiſh, and declare ir. He that 
was intimate with God, and acquainted 
with all his deep Deſigns, and Boſom- 
Secrets, was fitteſt to bring them forth , Þ 
and make themm known to the World, 
He that was to execute God's Purpoles , 
was meeteſt to reveal them. God had 
Deſigns of Grace, Counſels of Peace , 
Purpoſes of Redemption and Salvation, 
that were conceived in his Mind, and 
formed in his Heart from Eternity. But 
theſe could not ſtep forth into execution 
but by the Interpoſition and Sufferings of 
Jeins Chriſt. The pleaſure of the Lord was 
ro prof} er in his band, Iſa. 53. 10. And what 
his Hand was to accompliſh, his Mouth 
was to reveal. He that ſatisfied Jaſlice , 
Was 
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was fitteſt to diſcover Grace and Mercy. * 
The Lord Jeſus isſtyled the Hiyh-PrieF , 
and Apoſtle of our Profeſſion , Heb. 3. 1. 
What he merited as an High-Prieſt, that . 
he is meeteſt to reveal and declare as an 
Apoſtle. We may ſee infinite Wiſdom in 
this: He that makes Peace by the Blood 
of his Croſs, Cel. 1.20. He ſpeaks Peace, 
Zech. 9.10. He preaches Peace, Epbeſ. 2. 
17. He that paid the Ranſom, Matth. 20. 
28, He preaches Deliverance to the Cap- 
tives, and the opening of the Prifon to 
them that are bound, Ja. 61. 1. He that 
was taken from Priſon and Judgment him- 
ſelf, 1/a.53. 8. He calls Priſoners to come 
forth, 1/a.49. 9. He bids thoſe that are in 
Darkneſs to ſhew themſelves in che Hea- 
venly Sanctuary, and the Glorious Pre- 
ſence of God, He that was a Man of 
Sorrows, and- acquainted with Grief, /he 
is the Conſolation of T1rael, and comforts 
thoſe that mourn, 7. 53. 3. with 1. S1, 
2. He that became the Father's Servanc 
himſelf, 7. 42. 1. Proclaims the Accep- 
table Year of the Lord, publiſhes a Hpi- 
ritual Jubilee ro us, for the releaſe offour 
Souls, from the Servitude of Sin, from 
the Bondage of Satan. Man being iaflen 
under the Wrath of God, the Curſ4 of 
the Law, the Sentence of Death, n{þÞne 
C 2 DLC 
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but a Mediator that was made Sin and a 
Carle for us, could .bring us any good 
* News, could publiſh any glad Tidings, 
that might be a Foundation for our Faith 
and Hope, relieve and revive our fainting 
ai:d finking Souls. He that is the Wiſdom 
of God, and&knows all, was fitteſt to be 
the Word of the Father to reveal all. 

24ly, I ſhall now conſider, what it 1s 
that the Son of God Preaches. 

1» Jeſus Chriſt Preaches the DoQrine 
of Faith, and calls Men to believe ir. 
He Preaches good Tidings, and that to 
the Poor, Luke 4. 18: The Law promiſes 
Lite, and publiſhes good Tidings only to 
thoſe that are Rich in Habitual Righteoul- 
neſs, and perfe&t Active Obedience: But 
Jeſus Chriſt Preaches good Tidings to 
thoſe that are exceeding Poor ; to luch as 
 * haye no good dwelling in them, Rozn. 7. 
T3; or good done by them, Roz. 3. 12. 
Compare choſe ewo Expreflions;Paul faith, 
In me, even in this fliſh of mine, dwells no- 
thing at all that z good :' There # none that 
doth goed, 0, nor one. Q, how ſweet a 
Senfencs is this, that Jeſus Chriſt preach- 
eth pl:d Tidings to the Poor ! Jeſus Chriſt 
Prgaches Righteouſneſs. Pſal. 40. 9, 10. 1 
& bat preached Righteouſneſs im the great Con» 
greffation, [' have not bid ry Righteouſneſs in 
my 
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my heart: aſe words.are ſpoken by the 
Son of concerning himſeif; the 
Righteouſneſs he: preached was a great 
Secret, a deep Myſtery. We ſhould have 
been” for, ever ignorant of it if he had 
hid itin his Heare: But this Righteouſneſs 
of God is revealed in the Goſpel, Rom. 1. 
17. And: it 3s that which Faich muft Ac, 
and live upon from firſt to laſt ; therefore 
it is ſaid, to be revealed from Faith to Faith, © 
from a lefler to a higher degree of Faith. 
This is a wonderful and comfortable Righ- 
teouſneſs, it conſiſts in Jeſus Chriſt his 
perfe&t obeying the Commands of the 
Law, and his bearing the Penalty and 
Curſe of it ; and both theſe are the Oh- 
jeds of Faith, 2 Petr. 1. 1. Precious Faith, 
eyJnpnanzn 9:9;3. I would render the words, 
In.the Righteouſneſs of God, and of. our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo to note the 
Obje& of Faith. And. this Expreflion 
may expound to us, why. this Righteouſl- 
neſs is called the Righteouſneſs of God ; 
becauſe the Perſon that wrought it . out 
was God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is noc..an exacting, an obliging, a 
menacing, or threatning Righteouſnets ,. 
that is ſufficiently declared in the Com- 
mands and. Threatnings of. the Law ; but 
this is a Righteouſneſs wrought tor 'us, not 
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by us ; a Righteonſneſs dwelling in Chriſt, 
bue imputed to us; a Righteouſneſs pre- 
pared and brought by Chriſt, and freely 
given to us, Rom,F5.17. The Law can 
tell us of a Debt of Righteouſneſs that 
we owe, but the Goſpel acquaints us with 
a Gift of Righteouſneſs that we may re- 
ceive. And it is the empty hand of Faith 
that receives this Gift, the hand of a Le- 
per, the hand of a Beggar, the weak , 
trembling, Palſie hand may receive a 
Rich Gift, a Jewel of ineſtimable Price. 
And Chriſt's Blood is alſo ſet forth as an 
Objed of Faith. Rom. 3.25. Phom God 
hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through 
Faith in hs Blood. The Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt is Reconciling, Redeeming, Pur- 
chaſing, Purging, and Purifying Blood , 
and therefore is a Noble Obje@ of Faith. 
And add to this the Arm of the Son of 
God to reſcue us, ſubdue us, and deſtroy 
Satan's Works out of us, I/a.5r. 5. And 
we have a compleat Obje& of Faith : 
This Arm of his the Son of God reveals, 
and reaches out to us, for our weak, faint- 
ing, heavy laden, and ſinking Souls to 
-lean on, Cart. 3.5. - This is an Arm that 
can Root up Satan's Tares, pull down all 
his ſtrong Holds, and break all his Bonds 
and Snares, And Jeſus Chriſt is alſo the 
Meilen » 
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Meſſenger of the Covenant, Malachy 3. r- 
He reveals to us a Covenant of Grace and 
Peace, a Covenant that ſecures us from 
the Evils that we deſerve, and dread ; 
and 1o itis all our Salvation, and promifes 
all the Good we need ; and ſoitis all thar 
we deſire, 2 Sam. 23.5. It is ordered fo 
as to meet with all our Objeaions, and 
ſilence them ; to quaſh our Fears, and to 
ſupply our Wants. The Son of God 
commands us to believe his Goſpel, Mark r. 
15. To look to him for Salvation, to fly 
ro him as a City of Retuge, to get under 
his ſhadow, that he may prote& and fe- 
cure us from the ſcorching Wrath of the 
Almighty. 

2. The Son of God Preaches Repen- 
tance. Matth. 4. 17. Repent, for the King- 
dom of Heaven « at hand. God was then 
about to ere that Kingdom that was fore- 
rold, Dan. 2.44. Daniel did Propheſie, 
That the God of Heaven would fer up a 
Kingdom, and fo ic might be ſaid to be 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Ic is Heavenly 
in its Original, Heaven is the. Subjett- 
matter promiſed in the Goſpel, it iſſues 
in the Heavenly Life, and Happineſs of 
thoſe that believe. They ſhall be placed 


in Chriſt's Throne, and feafſted at his 


Table in Heayen , Reve 3.21, Luke 22. 
C 4 29, 


29, 30.' Chrilt requires. Men to Repent 
of their low, baſe, hard, reproachful 
thoughts of God ; to Repent of their 
Enmicy, Whoredoms, and Rebellions a- 
gainſt God. Doth God ſhew himſelf as 
Love, 1 John 4. 8:.T, and ſhall not Men 
Repent of cheir Hatred of God ?: Is he 
willing to lay aſide his Jaſt and Righteous 
Enmicy againſt us? And ſhall we not lay 
aſide our wicked Enmity againſt him? 
Jeſus Chriſt may very reaſonably require 
us. to Repent, ſeeing God doth change his 
Diſpenſations towards us; and this may 
be called God's Repenting; he might have 
hardened his Heart againſt us, but now 
his Bowels yearn towards us : he mighe 
have aicended a Tribunal of Juſtice, and 
given Sentence on us; but he lits on a 
Throne of Grace, and offers Mercy to 
us. He might have drawn his Flaming 
Sword to deſtroy, but he ſtretches our 
his Golden Sceptre to ſave. God curſes 
ſinners in the Law, bur bleſſes them as 
Believers in the Goſpel: He Condemns 
in the Law, bur Juſtifies in the Golpe!l ; 
he rejz&s and difinherits in the Law, but 
he receives and Adopts in the Goſpel : 
'Poth God Repent of the evil of Punith- 
ment, and may he not well call Men to 
Repent of the evil of Sin ? Is God's Py- 

niſhing 
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niſhing Hand bound, and ſhall our Rehel-. 7 
lious Hand bs looſe and at liberty to fight 
' againſt God? Jeſus Chriſt calls us to deny 
our ſelves, Mat. 16. 24. — Man fell from 
God into himſelf;intruded into his Throne, 
uſurped his Rights,alienated the Creatures 


from God, and turned them againſt him. « 


Sinful Man is the Voluntier, the Crea- 
cures the preſſed Souldiers to fight againſt 
God ; and ſhall Man, ſo mean a Creature, 
make- himſelf the. Soveraign Lord, and 
the laſt end of all the other Creatures ? 
Shall Man, now become lo filthy and de- 
formed a Creature, dote on himſelf ? 
Shall he that is ſo hateful, inordinately 
love himſelf ? Shall he that is ſo poor, ſo 
empty, ſo vain a Creature, lift up, exalc 
himſelf, and be proud of an imaginary , 
and meerly conceited Excellency 2 And 
hath not the Lord Jeſus co amazement 
denied himſelf? He hat was Rich, for our 
ſakes . became poor , 2 Cor. 8.9. He that 
was in the form of God, and thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, yet did empty 
himſelf of his Fulneſs, and caſt a Veil 
over all his own Glory ; took on him the 
form of a Servant, Phil. 2. 6, 7. The O- 
cean became as it were a drop ; he whoſe 
goings forth from the Father were from 
Everlaſting, yet but as yelterday came 
forth 
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'forth from Bethlehem, Micah 5. 2. The 
Ancient of. Days became an- Infant of 
Days; he that bears up all things, ' was 
carried in Arms; he that knew no fin , 
was made ſin, and God bleſſed for ever , 
Rom. 9.5. Wis made a curſe, Gal. 3. 13. 
And hath our Lord thus denied himſelt, 
and ſhall Servants ſeek and pleaſe them- 
ſelves? And Jeſus Chriſt calls ns to rake 
his Yoke, AMatth. 11.29. And did he not 
rake a harder and heavier Yoke on him- 
ſelf for us? He puts his Name into our 
Bond, and became a Surety for us; the 
Debt was great he was to diſcharge, it 
was not to be paid off with Gold and 
Silver, but with Blood ; the Dzbt was not 
only poſlible, or probable, or likely only 
to fall on him, but certainly to take hold 
of him, and to be required of him : He 
was to bs wounded with the Sword of 
his own Father, to bear the heavieſt Bur- 
den, to drink the moſt bitter Cup ; this 
Lamb of God was to be roaſted by the 
hotteſt Fire, he was to ſweat Blood, and 
to pour out his Soul to the Death ; and 
is it not reafonable now that the Son of 
God ſhould require us to renounce our 
depraved Wills, baſe Luſts, and vile At- 
fetions, and put our Necks under his 
eaſie Yoke, bound on us by Cords of 
' Love? 
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Love? Did our Lord ſubmit and obey , 
and ſhall we be proud, diſobedient, and 
rebellious ? * 

3. The Son of God preached Peace, 
Epheſ. 2. 17. His Goſpel is a Goſpel of 
Peace, Epheſ.6. 15. His Covenant a Co- 
venant of Peace, [/a, 54. 10. In the days 
of his Fleſh he preached Peace, A&#s 10. 
36. And now he ſtill publiſheth Peace to 
humbled Sinners. This Peace the Son of 
God Preaches is a cohly and righteous 
Peace: His own Father did wage War 
with him, that he might make Peace with 
us,Zech. 13.7. He called the Sword of his 
Juſtice to awake, ſmite,and wound his own 
Son: The Sufferings,the Wounds of Chriſt 
were great and deep; they came from , 
they were made by the awakened Sword 
of Juſtice. Our Sins had made a wide 
Breach between God and us, and this 
Breach was filled by the dead Body of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Our Iniquities had kindled 
the Fire of God's Wrath, and this Fire 
was quenched by the Blood of the Son of 
God. He made Peace tor our Souls,be+- 
cauſe he made Atonement for our Sins, 

4. Jeſus Chriſt preached Salvation , 
That we ſhould be ſaved from the hands of 
our Enemies, and from all that hated us , 
Luke x. 71. Sin and Death are cur Ene- 
mies, 


- 


as 


” mics, wicked Men and Satan hate us ; 
here is a Salvation from Enemies, and all 
that hate us. And this is a full and per- 
fe& Salvation; Chriſt ſaves from ſin , 
Matith: 1. 21. And he ſaves from wrath , 
Rom. 5. 9. And by his own Sufferings he 
was Celivered, up to Death, Rom. 8. 32. 
that he might deliver us from the Wrath 
to come, 1 Theſ]. 1. laſt. He fell into the 
hands of God as an angry Judge, that we 
might not fall into che Botcomlelſs-pit. He 
went out into the moſt dreadful Storm, 
that he might allay ic, and free us from 
it The Cup of Wrath, came to him, 
that the Cup of Salvation might come to 
ns. Jeſus Chrift could not have been a 
Shield to us, if he had not been pierced 
by the Arrows of Divine Vengeance him- 
ſelf. He could not have been a ſhadow 
to us from the burning, ſcorching Wrath 
of God, if he had not been himſelf ex- 
poſed to it. That Cloud that skreened 
J/rael from the hotteſt Beams of the Sun, 
was expoſed to them; that Cloud did 
not feel the burning Beams of the Sun , 
but Jeſus Chriſt had a tender ſenſe and 
feeling of the Wrath of God, that for 
our ſakes he was liable to. 


5. Jeſus 
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of God, © Matth. 4.23. He went about 
Preaching the Goſpel of the King dom, and de- 
claring the glad Tidings of the Kingdom of 
God, Luke 8: 1, Jeſus Chriſt doth not 
only Preach to us Salvation from the 
greateſt Evil, but alſo the Enjoyment of 
the higheſt Good. The Apoſtle, 2 Tim, 
2.10. faith, The Ele& ſhall obtain the Sal- 
vation that ts in Chrift, together with ever- 
laſting Glory. As Shadrach, Aleſhach, and 
Abednego were not only called out of, and 
ſaved trom the Fiery Furnace, but alſo 
promoted and exalted to Honour and 
Rule in the Province of Babylon, Dan. 3. 
laſt. So Believers are not only preſerved 
from a Furnace of Fire, but alfo called 
into a Glorious Kingdom ; they do not 
only eſcape Ruin, but are advanced to 
Reign. And this Kingdom is bequeathed 
by Jeſus Chriſt , an) ua ULLEy Bameiay ; 
the word, as Bud: * obſerves, , 

is Verbum Teſtamentale, a word” Bb. po 
uſed by the Grecians in making (2 Lingue. 
their Wills, Though in the 

account of wickzd Men Jeſus Chriſt died 


as a Malefactor, yet in the Eye cf God. 


he died as a Teſtator 5; when he was rob- 
bed of his Liberty, Garments, and Life, 
then he bequeathed a Kingdom to enrich 
us 


F. Jeſus Chriſt preached the Kingdom oh p 
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””” us for ever. The Eternal Inheritance is 
a Legacy of Chriſt's Teſtament, Heb. 9. 
15. Chriſt that is Heir of all things, Heb. 
I. 2. takes us to bs Coheirs with himſelf, 
Rom. $8.17. Thoſe that ſerve God ſhall 
Reign, Rev. 22.3.5. And thole that are 
Subjes to Chriſt ſhall wear a Glorious 
and Everlaſting Crown , Rev. 2.10. As 
the Blood of Chriſt keeps deſtroying Ju- 
ſtice out, ſo it gives us boldneſs to enter 
into the Heavenly Sanftuary, Heb. 10. 
19, 
6. The Crols of Chriſt is preached , 
I Cor. 1. 19. 23. as the Meritorious caule 
of all Good. Chriſt's Poverty enriches 
us, his Abaſement Exalts us, his Infamy 
3s our Glory: He is a Prieſt of good 
things, Heb. 9g. 11. he merits and procures 
them by his Sacrifice. The Death and 
Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt is the very 
Foundation of our hopes of, and of our 
call to the Everlaſting Inheritance, Heb.9. 
* Tfitae. 75 In the Civil Law *, he 
lib. a. Tie, fbatis an Heir is ſaid to be Ve- 
19. Sef.6. catws ad hereditatem, and that 

by the Teſtament of the De- 
ceaſed. This much illuſtrates Spiritual 
things; Chriſt makes a Teſtament, de- 
ſigns Heirs, and calls them in due time to 
what he hath Ceſigned for them. The 
Croſs 
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Crob of Chriſt ſhould be - forte-} 
the Death of the Son of God ſhould be * 
moſt yaluable in our Eye, becauſe this is - 
the Foundation and Confirmation of ' 
Chriſt's Teſtament. If he had not made 
a Will, and-died to confirm it, there had 
been no Heirs appointed, there had been ,, 
no Inheritance bequeathed, and there 
had been no ground to call any to the 
Kingdom and Glory of God. 

. To whom did the Son of God 
Preach? 1 Anſwer, ſometimes to more', % 
ſometimes to fewer ; before Abraham was | 
called, and his Seed cholen and ſeparated 
to be God's Peculiar and only People, he 
preached more or leſs ro all Mankind, if 
they did not cut off, and caſt themſelves 
out by their Nepligence and Profaneneb, . 
as Cain's Poſterity ſeemed to do. Afﬀcer- 
ward God made an Incloſure of a Come . 
mon, when he took Abrabam, redeemed 
him from his Idolatry, and called him 
from his Ignorance and Blindneſs. Since ; 
that, God hath made a Common inſtead 
of an Incloſure. We yead of the Com- 
mon Faith, Titzs 1. 4. And of the Conr. 
mon Salvation, Fude's Epiftle, Verſe 3. 
After Chriſt's death the Hedges | 
were pulled * up, the Incloſure , __ " 
thrown open. Chrilt was to L 
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The a Light to the Gentiles, and to be 
” Gods Salyation to the ends of the Earth; 
I/a.49.6. The Son of God is the true 
Univerſal Biſhop, 1 Pet. 2. laſt. The whole 
World is his Dioceſs. This Husbandman 
goeth forth toſow, Match. 13. 3. and the 
. large Field that he ſows in is the World. 


| MAMatth. 13. 38. \The Field i the World. This 


Noble Fitherman doth not Fiſh in the 
* Rill of a Village, in the Rivulet of a 
E City, in the River of one Country, but 
" in the Sea of the wide World. Mat.13.47. 
The Kingdom of Heaven 1 like unto a Net 
caſt into the Sea. It is obſervable what the 
Son of God faith, Pſal. 40.9. I have 
preached Righteouſneſs in the great Congrega- 
tion. What is this great Congregation ? 
It is the Church made up of Few and 
Gentile; it is Men of all Nations: He did 
- not come only to call the Fews, to raiſe 
up Facob, and to reſtore Jſrael, I/a. 49. 4, 
5. but he was to gather the Kingdoms of 
the Earth, P/a/. 102. 22. To gather all 
Nations, Fer. 3. 17. To call and bring 
home Sheep, that were not of the Fold 
of the Jewiſh Church, John 10. 16. The 
Son of God preached to the Heathen , 
Zech. 9. 10. cauled Barbarous People, and 
the Inhabitants of Wildernefles to bow to 


his Sceptre,and to ſubmit to his Authoricy. 
P/al, 


, 


preached with ſuch Authority, Efficacy, 
and Succeſs, that thoſe . chat knew him nat 
before, did at bis call run to him, Ila: 55. 5: 
And fly as the Clouds,. and Doves to their 
windows, Ila. 60. 8. As the Jews did for- 
merly attend on che Miniſtry of God's 
Prophets, Zech. 11. 11. The poor of the 
Flock that waited on me : So now the Gen- 
tiles ſhould wait on the Son of God, liften 
to his Doctrine, and receive his Law : 
Ja. 51. 5. The Iſtes ſhall wait upon me. And 


Ia. 42.4, The Iſles ſhall wait for bs Law.. 
By the Iſles we are to underitand the . 
Gentile Nations that were beyond. the. 


Seas, and lived remote from the Land of 
Canaan; even theſe ſhould wait for the 
Rain of Chriſt's Do&rine,- for the Dew 
: of. his Word ; they ſhould ſubmit to be 

Scholars when the Son of God did Teach, 


and become his Diſciples when he did- 


call; As 1/a. 2. 2, 3. The Gentiles ſhould 
exhort one another, and ſay, Come, let 
#s go up to the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, 
for be will teach us bis ways, and we will 


waik in them. 'This is obſeryable, that the 
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" Pal. 52. 9. They that dwell inthe wilderneſs. 
ſhall bow before him,and bus Enemies ſhal tick = 

the duft ; yea, the Kings and Great Ones 'of 1 
the World ſhall fall down before him as Sub- _ 


jets and Worſhippers#And the Spn of God 
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#. Lord: is nof. ſaid to ch alike.every "J' 
| . Where, but- in the Mount of his Houle, 
* thacis, in his Church he Teaches ; here 
© - itis Day when it is Night wich other Parts 
of the World. _ Darkneſs 'doth cover the 
Earth, grofi darkneſs the People, but the Glory 
of "the Lord ariſech on, and ſhines in the 
Church , Iſa. 60. 1,2, 3. Therefore .the 
Gentiles are ſaid to repair to the Churches 
Light with a full Reſolution to yield, ſubs 
'mit, ' and obey what the Son of God 
ſhould teach as Truth, and dictate as Du- 
ty. I ſhall come now to the Uſe of the 
Poetrine. _” 

Uſe x. The Son of God preached by 
Inftruments, and hath alſo preached-im- 
mediately in his own Perſon ; this may 
inform us of the wonderful Grace and 
Kindneſs of Jeſus Chriſt : As a Prieſt he 
purchaſes Good Things for us, and as a 
Prophet he Preaches them' to us. He 
bought. precious things dearly at God's 
hands, and he propoſeth, and-proffers 
them freely to our, hands ; he. procured 
an Inheritancg, provided a Feaſt, and pre- 
pared Salvation, and he promulgates and 
declares them to. us. O, what a conde- 

. ſcehtion is this! that the, Son of God 
ſhould "be a Herald to Prodlaim Peace , 
and the King of Glory ſhould deign ©: 
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es LOR YE IS 
be the Father's Ambaſſador, to-tredt with- : 
Rebels, and beſeech Enemies to be re- . * 


conciled to him 2? ng'e2 


Uſe 2. Here is great matter of Conſo« 
lation, that the Son of God Preacheth as 
truly by Inftruments,as in his own. Perſons - 
He can. give Efficacy and Succeſs to his 
own Word. Our caſe were \ deplorable, 
yea, deſperate, if Men only did Preach. 
; Could they open blind Eyes, unſtop deaf 

Ears, quicken dead Souls ? As Eglon's Ser- 
vants did wait till they were aſhamed y 
for his riſing and opening the Parlour- 
door to them, Fudges 3. 23. 25- But their 
waiting and expeRation was in vain, Ebud 
had killed Eg/on the King of Moab, Fudg. 
3.21,22, and a dead Man could not 
open the Door to his waiting Servants 
without, So Sinners are dead in Trel(- 
paſſes; and in the unciccumciſion of their 
Fleſh, Col. 2. 13. And can ſuch ariſe and 
open the doors of their Hearts to the Sor 
of God ? Free-will ruined Mankind when 
the Image of God was drawn on their 
Solls, and the Law of God was writtert 
in their Hearts ; and will Free-will now 
raiſe and recover Man again out of his 
_ with che aids of Common ny 
" | when the poor Sinner is a Captive under: 

hk the Law of Sin a 
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nd.Death ? This was” _ 
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3 hs great Zncepregiazas thit.Chriſf | gave _ 
> his Apoſtles to. go torth into the World 
and Teach all Nations, That he was, . and 
F wonld be with them to the end of the World, 
* Macth. 28 19, 20. He that had all Power 
# both in Heaven and Earth, could make 
- way-for his own Word, and cauſe it to 
” be received \and entertained. Miniſters 
need the-ſpecial Preſence, and the power- 
- ful Working of the Son of God with 
" them. Weak and degenerate Man doth 
not only need an Awuxilium ſme quo non, 
ſuch an aid, without which chey cannot 
believe or come to Chriſt, but an Auxi- 
lium cum quo, as ; Fanſenine * EeX- 
cellently and truly diſtinguiſh- 
eth. We need ſuch an aid as 
will certainly produce the Efte& : Such 
an-aid as A will is Lord of, and is to 
Husband and Improve, will not ſuffice 
for our Recovery ; but ſuch an aid of ' 
Grace we need as” will Lord ic in our 
Will, and effeftually incline it to yield 
and ſubmit to Chriſt. Ezek. 20. 37. I 


W will cauſe them to paſs nnder the Rod, v1 will 


bring them into: the bond' of the Covenant. 
Bleſjed 3 he hom thou chooſeſt, and cauſe ft 
to draw* nigh, Plal. 65:4. Chriſt can fo 
_ influence. che Will, as to undertake it 
Ihall and cauſe it to comply. Ars Ce- " 
"EN | 
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kts Medici « S PawaFracios! 34s Aloe 
rez”* truly aſlerts ;- it is.in the +, 
Hand and Power of the Hea- —_— 
venly Phyſician 'to Cute the "i 
Will of its Malignity, Enmity, and Re- 4 
bellion. . Surely he 'cah Cure whom he © 
will, and when he will, -elſe he were-not- © 
infinitely Wiſe and Omnipotent. He could 
undertake thac che Gentiles, chough deaf, 
Iſa. 29. 18. yea, though dead, Fobn 5.25. © 
| ſhouid hear his Voice, and-be "joyned with + 
his Flock, and gathered into his Fold. > : 
God bids Moſes to {mite the Rock, and it ; 
_ ſhould give forth Water for the Thirſty: 
Iſraelites to drink, Exod. 17. 6. But would 
the Rock yield Water if Moſes alone had 
been chere, and ſmitten it with his Arm? 
No, *'a ſtruck Rock. would yield rather. 
ſparks of Fire, tharrfloods of Water, had 
- not the Lord ſtood. on the Rock, . and > 
- Cauſed it to cleave; and turned the Flint 
| into a Fountain of Waters , Pal. 114. laft. 


So in vain would Chriſt's Miniſters: ſmite 3 


on the Rocky Hearts of Men to draw 
Penitential Tears from thence, if the Son 
of God doth not ſtand on this Rock, and 
ſo melt and gillolve it into Floods of 
Godly Sorrow. In vain would our hands | 
Knock at the Door of Mens Hearts, if 
Joſs Chriſt had\nota Hand co open them. _Þ 
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AFs 16. 14. The Lord ppened the heart 
* "Lydia, and then ſhe attended to what. Paul 
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oke, The Prophet Taizh ſaith, The Lord 
ak to bim with a ſtrong band, and that 
ſhould not walk in the way of that People, 


. fa. 8. x1. The Lord ſpeaks with a ſtrong 


Hand when he levels Mountains of Op- | 
ren, conquers Enmity, and effectually 

lants the Word in the Heart. The Bride- 

m did not only give ſweet Names to, 
andyſeſtrong Arguments with the Church, 
why ſhe ſhould riſe and open to him, but 
he put in his Hand by the hole of the 
Dovr, he touched her Heart, he "ſtirred 
her AﬀeRtions, he moved her Bowels to- 
wards him, and'then ſhe roſe to open to 


him, Cart.5. 2.4,5,6- This'is a great 


Encouragement, that Miniſters do' not 
ſpeak. alone, but Chriſt ſpeaks in them, 
2 Cor. 13. 3- And they do not a& alone, 
but the Lord Chriſt works with them, | 
Adark 16. 20. 

Uſe 3. Doth the Son of God Preach as 
well by Inſtruments, as when he Preaches 
Immediately in his own Perſon? Then, 
x. Be convinced, that whoever Preaches, 
that you baye to do with the.Son of God z 


5 - it is he that ſpeaks to, and deals with your 


Souls. Nob he treated with, and preached 
to the Old World ; hg ſtyled, 4 gs” | 
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[4 Righteouſneſs , 2 Pet. 2.5. But in the * 
ext Peter doth over-look him, arid keep- © 
ſilence concerning him, and faith, The * 
Son of God went by his Divine Nature, 
and preached to the old World that,wers 
diſobedient in the days of Noab : As the 
light of the Sun doth obſcure, darken, 
and hide the Stars, ſo this Sun of Righ- 
teouſnels by his Glorious Light” doth 
darken all the dim and little Candles he 
doth make uſe of. - O! how ſhould this ' 7 
awe our Hearts, and make us to tremble - 
at the Word, that it is. the Son of Gad 
that Preacheth, and diſpenſeth it to us?, 
2, 'This ſhould make us forward, wil- \- 
ling, and ready to hear, becauſe it is chi 
Son of God that .Preacheth : Tf Chri 
were now on Earch, and was to Preac 
at ſych a place co day, and at anothe 
place to morrow, would not Men and -» 
Women run, and flock to hear him? 
Should we not charge tolly on, and im- 
pute ſin to thoſe that would nor lay aſide 
Excuſes, negle& their little petty Aﬀairs 
and Concerns in the World, to hear the 
Son of God Incarnate? And yet whtn 


the Son of God Preaches by Inſtruments, 4 


how ingenious. are Perſons to invent Pres 
tences to-neglet and hinder themſelyes 
rom hearing on {peaking by his Ant- 
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*  baſſadors? "They will not, with the Eu- 
4 - - nuch *, cauſe the Chariot of 
* .28. - . Their Trade and Worldly Bu- 
- ſineſs to ftand ſtill, to attend 
'* on an Ordinance of God, and liſten to 
- the Word of Jeſus Chriſt. The Queen of 
the South came from the ends of the Earth 
To bear the Wiſdom of Solomon, Mat. 12.42. 
But how few now will ſtep without their 
Doors to hear the-Son of God Preaching 
by his Servants2. It is ſaid in Prov. 8. 33, 
34. That they are bleſſed that do hear Wiſ- 
dom, watch daily at her Gates, and wait at 
E _ The Poſts of ber doors. Mem ſhould be as- 
- - willing and forward Scholars, that come 
to School betore the Gates, or Doors of 
the School are opened ; that ſtay and 
> Waitthere when the Doors will be opened, 
” andthey be lect in to be inſtructed, ' and 
> Jearn. Thus ſhould we run to, and wait 
at the Doors:of. Wiſdom's Houſe, where 
ſhe teacheth School, and gives ſaving In- 
trucions to ignorant Souls, 
' 3. Doth the Son of God Preach by his 
} Inftrumentsws truly as in his own Perſon? . 
... O then, how ſhould we attend and liſten 
to the Word | Hearken, O Danghter,-en- 
cline thy ear, Pal. 45..10. As thoſe that 
are ſomewhat deaf, are thick and hard of 
Hearing, how do they bow gown their 
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-Eafs, and put: therp near to the Mou 7 
of the. Speaker ? So* we ſhould with the-. * 
greareſt care attend to Chriſt's Word; . 
Ta. 5542. We. ſhould. hearken diligently 
to Chiift,- and eat that which: is gonad. 
Thg Word that we hear is the Bread of 
Lite, and the Food of our Sonls, and ſhall 
we. not thercfore liſten to ic? We ought 
to give the mo:eearnelt heed to the things 
we hear, left at any time we ſhould" ler 
them ſlip, wimre Taggppuouryj there feems 
to. be .an Ailuſion ro Water-Glalles chat 
were ancienrly uſed ro meaſure Time by z 
and as the Water in the upper Glaſs did 
drop into the lower, cill all was run our: 
So we are apt-to loſe the Word of God. 
by our neglig:nt_ and careleſs heating.of 
it» ſo it leaks and flows away from us, 
and we get no ſaving Benefi:by ic _ We 
mult hear with that Atcention, as thoſe 
.that have to do with the Prince of Life, 
awith the Lord of .Glory ; as thoſe chat 
hear Matters of Infinice Conſequence , 
and everlaſting Concernment. You mouſt 
attend as thoſe that- hear for their Souls 
and Erernity. Take hced ot a ſleepy 
Ear, a droufie. Mind, a Heart wandring 
and roving. Will you bring Bodies only 
into God's Preſence 2 Will,you leave Car-, 
caſles before him, and let your Thoughts .. . © 
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the Earth? . Would a condemned Male. 


factor hear his Pardon read, as you hear 


Jeſus Chriſt offering Grace and Remiſfion 
of Sins to your periſhing Souls? 

4. We ſhould readily receive the Word 
of the Son of God, as the good Ground 
is faid to drink in the Rain and Dew that 
cometh oft upon it, Heb. 6. 179. O, how 
ſhould you drink in the'Word of Jeſus 
Chriſt ! O, how ſhould it ſoak and fink 
into your Hearts! That :Dodrine that 
came out -of the Boſom of the Father , 
ſhould it not be lodged in your Breaſts , 
and be received into your Hearts ? Fob 22. 
22. Reterve the Law from bus mouth, and 
bay it ap in thy beart, We muſt e& tertain 


the Word, as coming immediately from 
the Mouth of Chriſt 5 and' you muſt: let 


it into your Hearts. Pſal. 119. 20. My - 


Sout breaketh for the longings it bath to thy 
riobteorms Tudgments at all times. As the 
dry Ground ſo thirſteth after Rain, , that 
i chappeth, cleaveth, breaketh, and with 
open month Petitions Heaven for Rain. 
So our Souls ſhould even break . for, the 
Longings we have after the Rain of 


Chriſt's Word, Aatth. 11: 12. The King» 


dom of Heaven ſuffered wielgnce, and the 


_ . Siolent took it by force ; the Dofrine of a | 
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" * fray, and your Minds run to the ends of 


T / $piritual 'and Heaven! 
eargeſtly catched at. "Brazzr dyraburir og 


mv, the violent do catch at, and ſnatch 4 


it away. If Bread were thrown amoan 
the Hungry, if Pieces of Gold and Silver 
were thrown ,amang the Poor, O 'how 
would ftarving and periſhing Poor catch 
at this Bread, and theſe Pieces of Gold 


and Silver? And ſhauld not we more 
greedily, and earneſtly catch at the Do- 
&rine of Reconciliation, and the Promiſe 


of Eternal Life ? 
5- We ſhould yield,ſubmit to,and obey 


Chrift's Word : The Scripture ſpeaks of 


receiving Chriſt's Teſtimony, Fobn 3. 33, 
34. and of receiving Chrift, Fobx 1. 12, 
If we receive the Doctrine of Chriſt,'we 
ſhall receive Chriſt himſelf ; on the other 
hand, we reje.Jeſus Chriſt, if we re- 
'ceive not his Word,, Fobn 12.438. The 
Natural Man, recerveth not, entertaineth not 
the things of the Spirit, 1-Cor. 2: 14. s. Sts 
x74. Though Men do. exerciſe Hoſpi- 
tality, and take in Natural and Moral 
Truth, yet how is the door of the Heart 


ſhut againſt thoſe ſupernatural Doarines +. - 


and Myſteries that the Spirit revealeth/? 


There is no room, no Lodging or Enter-.: 


- tainment for theſe wonderful and Divine 
Truths. But we muſt comply with, and 
, JF" 
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{+  Spiric makes known. -We "muſt believe 
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20 png eo theſe things that the] © 


them, that:they may work effefually in 
US, I Thefſ. 2.13. The Word of the Go- 
ſpel muſt be a Mold to ſhape and faſhion 
our Souls. Rom. 6.17. You have obeyed 
from the heart that' mold of Dofrine, into 
which ye were delivered ; for 10 it is in the 
Greek, cis iy rageoln Ts oumw hays. The 
Golpel of Chriſtis elegantly - compared 
to a Mold, into which the Hearts of Men 
_ as melted running Metal are delivered , 
that they” may. be faſhioned aright,,and 
conformed 'to the Word ; that they may 
be Holy, Spiritual, and Heavenly, as the 
Word is. The Goſpel muſt leven'all the 
Powers and Faculties of your Souls, Mar. 
13-33 and fo give them anew taſte and 
relith; as a Graft doth meliorate, improve 
the Sap pf the Stock, and makes 1c to 
© bring forth better Fruit, than ever ir'could 

' otherwiſe do; ſo the Goſpel heightens, 
ennobles, and ' advances all the Faculties 
of the Soul to better and more excellent 
Operations - than otherwiſe they would 
rite to, or bring forth. We muſt ſteadily 
look into this Spiritual Glaſs, and- behold 
the Glory of Chriſt in ic, 2 Cor: 3. lf. 
So by bebolding the Glory of the Lord, we ſhall 
be changed and transformed into the ſame 
R Image. 
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Wag: let Chriſt cre& his Tribunal in 
your Souls, ſuffer him to Judge your State, 
Condemn your Sins, to paſs Sentence on 
your Lyſfts ; that when te hath wounded, 


he may heal you; when he hath caſt .you ; 


down, he may raiſe you Cp. 1a. 2.4. Tc 
It ſaid of Chrilt, That be ſhall Tudge amon 
the Nations, and Rebuke many, People. ch 


executes a Judicature by- his Word ; *to- 


this you are to ſtand,.*by this you are to 


be ſentenced to Life or Death. O there- \ 


fors when you come to hear, do not 
cafp, Cavil, and judge the Word, becauſe 
ic thwarts your Fooliſh Notions,or crofferh 
your vi'e AﬀcRions; bur yield and ſubmit 
to Chrilt, Judging and Commanding of 
you by his Word. 


I ſhall now proceed to give and preſs , 


ſome Motives to urge ; you to. liſten to, 


comply wich, and obey the Son of God 


that Preaches to you. 


\ 
- 1. Ic is Wiſdom that Przackia to you:, 


Prov-23.20, 21, 22. The Son of God is 
the Wiſdom of God, and Wildom is now 
come forch' into our Nature, and cries 
wichout in, our Streets. Dor h not Wil- 
dom dcſeive to be [tyled, A . Wonderful 
Counſellor, fa. 9. 6. who is fo fit to adviſe 
us how co fly trom the Wrath to come, 
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” World through Luft ? Who is ſo meet to 
” Teach and Dire&t us how we may come 
t our of Debt, and get out of Priſon, as 


 firu&t us how our Conſciences may- be 
| purged, the fore-skin of our Hearts cut 
off, our Diſeaſes healed, our Guile and 
2 Filth purged away, as .the Wiſdom'of 


* and our fooliſh Unde:ftandings in Oppo- 
+ fiction to the Counſels arid DiRtates of Wil- 
- dom? We are entangled in a Wilderneſs 
- of Woe, we are in a Labyrinth of Ini- 
quity and Guilt, and Wiſdom only can 
- teachusthe right way to get out,and lead 
* us to the Glorious Ciry of God above. We 
' knew'nor how God: ſhould be Juſt, and 
- yet juſtifie the Ungadly 3 how his Righ- 
}- teouſneſs ſhonld be glorified in Puniſhing, 
” and yet his Mercy magnified in Pardon- 
- ing ; how Sin ſhould meet with a Hell 
of Puniſhments, and yet Sinners enjoy a 
*- Heaven of Bleſſedneſs. Yet the Son of 
- God, that is, Wiſdom, doth reconcile 
> theſe things, and make them to conſiſt 
With each other. 
2. 'The Son that Preacheth is Love ic 
& ſelf. Carr. 3. 5. The Church 'chargeth 
t the Daughte:s uf Feru/alem not to ſtir ups 
| "F MITT . 25-6 
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the Corruption that is in, the 


- * Infinite Wiſdom ? Who can fo well In- | 
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God ? Shall we exalc our vain Minds, 


nor 


On oaks 72 Wn hp th Wo -Cht hb 
called by way of Excellency tchac - Re 
that admirable, that tranſcendent Love: © 
O, will you nor liſten to him chat is Love 
it ſelf ? If he had nor been Love it ſelf, 


he could never have fſtooped ſo low,have 4 


drank ſo bitter a Cup, have endured (@ ' 
heavy a Burden, have expoſed himſelf 
ſo-dreadful a Storm. He that was Rich, 
became Poor, 2 Cor. 8. 9. He that was 


the Holy One of God, and without ſpoe * 


and blemiſh, was made Sin ; he that was 
God over all" bleſſed for ever, Rom. 9g.F. 
Was: made a Curſe, John 3-14. And in 

order to all this, he that made all things, 
was made Fleſh, Fobn-1, 1, 2.14. He 
ſhewed himſelf ro be Love, that as a Head 
he would chooſe and take a Body below 3 
and as a Bridegroom be related to a Spouſe 
on Earth. O, how wonderful is chis ! 
that Nobility ſhould wooe Vileneſs and 
Baſenels? That Riches ſhould coure Po- 
verty? And Beauty be enamoured with 
De ormity ? O! is it not wonderful Love, 
that the Heir of all things ſhould make 
Addreſſes to thoſe that bad-nothing, yea, . 
were indeed worle than nothing ? For 
nothing cannot go Aſtray, cannot run a 
Whoring, cannot Rebel, and Provoke; 
yer ſinful Men ang Women are guilty of 
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all theſe. IF. the Son of: God were 'not 

ap Love, wouli he have dyed to. 
Z:ch.13.1. open a Fourrain to walk us, tg 
provide a Remedy co heal us, 

Ia. 53. 5- By bu ſtripes are we healed? If 
he had not been Love, would he have 
been a Sacrifice, 1 Cor. 5.7, 8. that we 
might have a Feaſt on his Altar ? Heb. I3. 
xo. If Jeſus Chriſt we: e not Love, would 
* Feb he caft his Net co-draw us out 
"0 4#7* of a dead Sea? *® Would he 
pCak to raiſe us out of a Spi- 

* Fohs 5 ritual Grave? * Wauld hecall 
oP -, us our of a dark and doleful 
Priſon? [/a. 49. 9g. If hes were not Love, 
would nc Preach to raiſe Sinners out of 
their Ruins,” and to built chem up as a 
Houſe and Tem pic for God? T Per. 2,4, 
Would he encloſz and take us wichin 
the Walls of the © Spiritual ernſalem ? Fer. 
=—0C 33, 329, 40. Ter 71409 Pp copneſies of- a 
Feruſalem that ſhould be built io che Lord, 
that is, tor him ro dwell in ; the Name of 
this City is Febovab Shammab, Ezeck. 48. 
laſt. It is an Hon-urable and Glorious 
Name, that Fehowah is- there , that his 
ſ>ecial Preſence is to be found and enjoyed 
in this City. Ic is farther faid, thar chis 
City ſhall be Holy to the Lord ; chat 15, 
contecrated and devoted to God, and chat 
it 


4 oy” oh F. 3 WY ES wp. Fa. 
it hould ne be plugkt up, Ar! _ 
down; the Rage Men, hou ,.B 
licy, and Power of ft ſhould never 4 
prevail Ipainft it. ' * And this cammends * 
this CicyFyet the more to us ,_ that *It. is 5 
eater,larger,and wider.chan the ag (4 ; 
Fg. oo Bol Ho & MN, d' 
raiſing ot this City ſhoul@ go forth, and - 
be firetehed over the Bl Gereh, The Hill 4 
Gereb ſignifie the Hill of the Scabby, or + © 
of the Lepers.. diſeaſed Perſons were ? 
to be ſhut out of® the Earthly Teruſalem , 
and it feertis at leaſt prohagl that-Juch 2: 
Lepers. pitched their Tents-on this File - 
Yet the Hill Gareb ſhould now be Uken',,.? 
into the Spiritual Feruſalemr, beſides, this 
Valley of dead Bodies, and of t ber "=" 
.0 b-- 


was to be inclofed within the 
this Spiritual Jeruſalem. We Gentiles were 
as Spiritual Lepers, Ulcers and Scabs were 
upon. us, we .had even Plague-fores an 
our Hearts; we were dead in Sins and 
Treſpaſles, vile Duft, unclean Aſhes. And 
is ndt this moſt ſurprizing Love, that Je-" 
ſus Chrift will Preach to gather all Na- 
tions into_this Holy and Spiritual eraſa- 
lem? Jer. 3. 17. . Feruſalem ſhall.be called the 
Throne of the Lord, and all Nations ſhall be 
athered unio it, to the Name of the Lord,ts 
Teruſal:m, neither ſhall they walk any more | 


| fie 'the nggindtion of their evil as 

ere is an excellence Expoſition, what is 
"meant by building- a Feruſaley: with lar- 
ger Walls, that the Gentiles ſhould be 
brovghtinto,and joyned with the Church, 
"FZobn 10.16. be in the ſame Fold, of che 
ſame Flock, under the ſame great Shep- 
heard:: And that though the Gentiles 


were in themſelves unclean Creatures, as 8. 


wild Beaſts, and polluted creeping things, 
As" 10.11, 12, 13, 14. yet they ſhould 
be cransformed into Sheep, and. be wrapt 
apt in hs Yam. Sheet of the Church wich 
And why doth che Son of God 
+ 56h 0 to build 1 up Spiritual 7eraſalem, 
+ tyenlarge ics Walls, and increaſe thenum- 
&” ber of its Citizens? And what Love hath 
*> the Son of God expreſſed, that he Preaches 
to call the Gentiles, to make them Fellow- 
Citizens with "the Saints, [Members of 
God's Family, and partakers of his Pro- 
= in Chriſt Jeſus, Ephe/. 2.19. and 
Bo 2 The Son of God is Lord of all, 4#s 
10-36. He fits on a Throne above, and 
ſpeaks from his Heavenly Glory, Heb. 12. 
25. 1, Will you not liſten co him ſpeak- 
ing to you from Heaven, whoſe Blood 
malt ſpeak tor you in Heaven, or elſe you 
maſt periſh eveclaſtingly ? Heb, 12 Wi 
2. Wil 


La 


2. _ you foe. ezard' hs'V ole; th: 
can'call you tate” f the” We win bat 
pleaſerth? Tf. he "ith," Rerws, e nk 
-_ Pal. 99.'3. "We can contin 
, wE'can ftay on Earth in fon 
If he ſpeak, the word? we miſt re = 
the Earth; *and be crumbled to'Duſt3-his 
Command cannot be gainſaid, . or con- 
* tradiQed. * 3. Will you not liſten ta him, 
that can, and will call you: it ou 
Graves at the” laſt day? Joby x; 


All that ave it rheir Graues 
wojce, apd come forth. tee 
Thou wilt call, Foe x0 anſwer, "hou bo 
bave @ deſire to the work of thy bands, J 
T4. 13. 15. O, what Authority and 
Power hach' the Son of God,” that can 
make*thedead'ro hear and obey : ' 4: Will 
Lt not liſten'to him that will give the 
aſt and perfe&ing call co Saints? "Mar. 25. 
34. Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the King dont prepared for you from the Foun- 
2s i the World. How much. is it our 
Intereſt to regard, believe, and obey 


him, who can at the laſt day call us into 
his Eternal Kingdom and Glory ? 
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4. Will , you not liſten to the Son of 
God, when his Word is the Rule of 
E 2 Judg- 


s . 
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” Jad and. t eve Ground of- the 
Veen 


ternal Sentence of 'Men and Women ? 
twiſt ſaith, The Word that I bave ſpoken 
? Tad yay «t. the laſt day, John 12, 
- "Men ſhall be ſentenced'$o Liſs 'or 
Xath, be: adjudged. co Heayen or Hell, 
; they .recgive or reject Chriſt's Word. 


.F.: Thoſe, that ,Receive .not, Chriſt . 
Word, and Reje& his Perſon, have ane 
that will Judge them, Joby 12. 48, The 
Father will call Juch to:a ſtrit Account, 
will enter itith Judgment with-them, and 
Prone Vengeahce on them. Moſes did 


Trophecy i of Chriſt, PDewr. x5: 18, 19, 
That Goa would raiſe up & Prophet Jife to 
him. And God faith, That be would put 
by words ifito bus mouth, and be ſhall ſpeak 
all that 1 command bim; and it ſhall come 
'T, paſs, that whoſoever will not bearken unj 
go wy words, which be. ſhall ſpeak in my 
Name, 1 will require it of him.. God will 
require an Account of his. Unbelief and 
Dilobedigence, and will require, him for 
ie. . Chriſt ſeems to have a reſpe& to 
theſe very words, when he ſaith, He chat 
rejeFeth me, and recerveth not my words , 
hath one that will Fudge him. ill you 
-not dread the Impartial and Righteous 

5; arg Judgment 
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6, Conſider the Matter that Chriff 
Preacheth, He freaks excelent things s 


Prov. 8. 6. Wonderful things. Pſal. 11g 
18. Open thou my Eyes, that 1 may bebeld 
wondrows things out of th Law. The 
Apoſtles filled with Chrilf's Spirit, did 
Preach the Mighty Works of God, A#s 
2. II. | 

Jeſus did Preach the Myfterigs of the 
Kingdom of God , ' Matth, 13.11, He 
revealed the deep things of Gad, 1 Car, 
2. 10, 11. Anddid declare the Wiſdom 
of God .hid in a Myſtery, 1 Cor. 2. 7. 
and nlanifeſt the Name of the Father , 
an 17.6.26, There is a Name.of the 

ather, that the World would never , 
could never have known, had not the 
Son declared it. The Law declares, That 
God loves Righteauiſneſs, and hath a 
delight in Righteous Men; and that 
he will do good to thoſe that be good, 
But if Men break his Laws, caft off .his 
Yoke, rejeR his Authority, the Law de- 
nounceth Wrath and Vengeance,threatens 
Sinners with Perdicion and Deſtruction. 
Thoſe that rob God of his Honour and 
E 3 Glory, 


| 45 ; "ho - 54 2 | i : be. 
Glory, mpſ pake Reſtitution to him' by, 
err Eternal Sufferings and Miſery. The 

Light of Nature, or the'Law of God 
gives us no. Account that God hath Grace 
to exerciſe towards the undeſerving, yea, 
A deſerving; that he hath any Pity to 
Extend to thoſe that have provoked his 
Anger, -and' affronted kis Infinite Maje- 

This is a great Secret, that God will 
tretch out his Hand from Heaven to raiſe 
Op fallen Man; that he will provide a 
Laver to waſh foul and filthy Sinners in, 
that he will 'eut off his own Plea againſt 
Offenders, ſheath his Sword, and provide 
a SatistaRtion for his own Juſtice, and pay 
himſelf out of the Blood of his own Son, 
And how deep a Myſtery is this, that 
the God that might have required us to 
be Sacrifices to his Revenging Juſtice , 
ſhould call his own Son to make his Soul 
an Offering, and lay down. his Life for 
Sinners? T/a. 54, 10. Foby10. 18, That 
he ſhould be juſt im bruifirg and puniſh- 
ing Chriſt, that he mighe be juſt in juſti- 
fying us, in healing our Wounds, and 
purging our Conſciences. It is this gra- 
cious, ſweet, precious Name of God 
that is the Subjet-Matter of Chriſt's 
Preaching ; he declares it, that the Love 
where- 


wherewith God loves Chub be in 

us, and he in'us, Fobn 17. laſt. *O, how 
welcome ſhould ' this Diſcovery ' of the 
Facher be.to us ? O, how greatly ſhould | 
it affe& and rejoyce our Souls ?* This De- 
claration- of the Name of God is, 'r: As 
a ret:eſhing Rain, and reviving Dew'zo 
the dry and parched World. Pſal. 72.6. 
He ſhall come down as Rain on the mown 
Graſs, as ſhowers that water the Earth; the 
Chu:ch, wich reſpe&t to the Dodrine of 
the Goſpel diſpenſed by her; 4s a Dew 
from the Lord, as the ſhowers wpon the Graff, 
M-cah 5. 7. 2. This Declaration of che 
Name of God is as comfortable,- chear- 
ing, directing Light: to the dark World. 
Ja. 60,1,2, 3. Though darkneſs doth cover 
the Earth, greſs ignorance doth over-ſpread phe 
People, yet the Lord doth ariſe on the Church, 
and hu Glary a [cen on kev. The Grace of 
God to ners is his Glory ; 
and when - hi Name i is declared as Gra- 
cious and Mercifwly*chen his Glory is de- 
clared to the World, I/a. 66.18, 19. In 
knowing God's Name } Men do tee his 
Glory; this makes it. Day with the 
Church, when it is Night wich the 
World. 
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3- It is. this Name of God that is as a 
ſweet Perfume to refreſh and:revive faint- 
ing Sinners. - 2 Cor. 2. 14... Thanks be to 
God, which always cauſeth #s. to triumph 41 
Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt the | ſavour- of 
bs knowledge by us in every place. The 
Apoſtle compares the Goſpel, the Know- 
ledge of Ged in Chriſt to a ſweet Smell, 
to a ſtrong Perfume. He further tells us, 
that he did overcome Sinners, and Tr:- 
umph in the World by burning this In- 
cenſe, by ſpreading the (mell of this Per- 
fume. O, how ſtrange and wonderful 
a ViRory is this, that is got by pouring 
out the Name of Chriſt as an Oynt-- 
ment ? Cant. 1. 3. By declaring the Glo- | 
rious Grace of God to loſt Man, Yet 

this was the way that the World was con- 
qzered, and. the Heathen Gentiles ſub- 


: 


ſubdue the People undergo $14) 
properly ſignifies to ſpeak $i 
0 ro ſubdue by ſpeaking.* Thus oF A- 


poſtle did Canquer , and 'Triamph by 

ting forth the Glorious Grace of 
God, by ſhedding abroad the ſweet Sa-' 
vour of his Knowledge, by diſcovering 
how wiliing God is to be reconciled to 
Enemies, and receive Progigals. 


4. This 


0 
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4- This Diſcovery of God is the very. , 
Bread and Food of our Souls; Tſar 55.2. 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat you that 
which # good, and Jet your Soul delight in 
fatneſs.” The beft things of this World 
without the Favour of God, and an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt , will be rather hurtfal 
than good to us. Bur if we hearken un- 
to Chriſt, we ſhall eat that which is good 
indeed, The Benefits of Chriſt are a * 
Spiritual Good, a Satisfying Good, an 
Eternal Good, and our Souls may here 
delight themſelyes in Fatneſs: Here are 
not only Fat things, 1/z. 25. 6. but Fat 
neſs it ſelf; not only Good things, bee 
Frere it (elf; ow 65. 4. We (ball be © 
atn ith the Goodneſs of thy Houſe , + 
nap” b, Haly Temple. Your Soul x 


have nothingto live upon, and to ſuftain 
themſelves with, # you liſten not to 
Jeſus Chriſt'; theie is no Bread of Life, 
no' Water of Life; but in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Famine 'Reigns abroad in' the World, 
and thoſe that are” ſtrangers to Jeſus 
Chrift will periſh with Thirſt. 


2] Jeſus 


2; Jeſus Chriſt Preacheth theſe- Great 
* and Excellent Things very plainly. -2 Cor, 
3.12, 13. We uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech, 
and not as Moſes, that put a Veil over. bu 
face. There is great Luſtre and Light 
in the Goſpel-diſpenſations, So that with 
open face we may behold the Glory of the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 3.18. If the. Goſpel be 
hid from us, the Veil. is not. on Chriſt's 
Face, but on our Hearts," 2 Cor. 3. 15. 
'The Veil before the moſt Holy Place is 
rent, Life and Immortality is brought to 
light. We are plainly taught in what 

| Name.-we muſt be ju- 
® x Cor. 6. 11. ſtified ®, and call upan 


obx 16. 23 26. e. 
: Wwe muſt be ju- God - on what Arm 


; we muſt truſt, 1/a. 575, 
1" pong . 4. In what Beloved 
#6, we muſt be accepted, 
Epheſ, 1.6, In whoſe Blood. we muſt 
waſh our Robes white, Rev. 7. 14. In 
what Seed we muſt be bleſſed, Gal. 3; 
$. If Men are now Ignorant, it is be- 
cauſe they ſhut their 
* 7obs 3. 19, 200 Eyes, love Darkneſs, 
| and hate the * Light, 


3+ Jeſus 
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2- Jeſus Chriſt Preacheth theſe Great 
and Excellent Things -as .in a great meas. 
ſure-come, and now actually exhibited 
to us, The Patriarchs ſaw the Promiſes 
afar off, but the Watchmen of the Go- 
ſpel are . ſaid. to ſee Eye to Eye, 1/a. 52. 
8. They behold the things that were 
future, now to be accompliſhed, come,,. 
and performed. 'The Law and che Pro- 
phets Propheſied until Fob», Marth. rt. 
13, They ſpake of Chriſt, and his 
Kingdom as future things ; but now ſince, 
that time the Kingdom of God is preas, 
ched, and every Man- prefleth into it, 
Luke 16. 16, Now the Kingdom of 
Gad- is-come, is ſet up; .che Mefliah hath 
paſſed .chrough, and laid aſide . the form: 


of a Servant, and hath put on the Mas 


jelty and-Ferm of a Low; the low 
ſtate of the Mefliah, his Humiliation is 
paſt, he is entred into bis Glory ; theſe 
Glad/Tydin are ,now- publiſhed ro us, 
that, our God who ſerved below, now, 
Reigneth above, I. 52. 7. 


4+ The Son of God Preacheth the 
moſt Excellent Things as ture Mercies , 
and to be obtained in a Righteous way ;. 
| | Ila 


2. 55. 3- 1 will 'give you the ſure Mercies 
ALLE is, "* the Meſſiah, raed 
x6t only the Son of David, but alfo Ty- 
pified and ſhadowed out by him. And' 
theſe Mercies are ſaid to be fure, becauſe* 
Jeſus Chriſt is dead, and riſen againz and 
can dye no more, A+ 13. 34, 35. Lives 
to Tntercede for his Purchaſe, and to ex- 
ecute his Teſtament. The Son of God 
Hath taken a Sure, a Juſt, and Righteous 
way to impart and communicate Spiri- 
tal Benefits tous: They come not 'as 
Gifts from a Living Perſon, but as Le- 
gicies from a Dying, yea, Dead Perſon, 
Thie Son of God dyed in our Nature 
Ratifie and Confirm his own Teſtament, 
and'to make it irrevocable, If a Man 
Teſtament be eſtabliſhed by his Death, 
there is no diſannulling of it, or adding 
to it, Gal. 3. x5. Chriſt's Teſtament 
cannot be fruſtrated, it muſt be execu- 
ted: This makes the greateſt Spiritual 
Benefits, yea, the Eternal Inheritance ſure 
ts us, that they come to us in a Righte- 
ous way. Jeſus Chriſt bequearhs nothing 
but what he purchaſed by his own Blood. 
Fhe Lord Jeſus is the Mediator of the 
New Teftament, Heb.9. 15. not only 
as he dyed to Ratific ir, but as he lives F 
an 
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inually. 1 Inercoes Sch the Fa 
ther 1n eaven for. the. fulfilling and xy 
ecutin of his Teſtament, And will ou 
en'to the Son of God, as opening, 
1 promulgating, and declaring his own 
; ent, and the Riches and Fulnefs of 
| it? Ocher Men's Teſtaments do 
Hcirs but they cannot make Children; 
But in the Teſtament of Chriſt a new 
Heart, a new Spirit, and the Holy Ghoſt 
to ſanifie and quicken, are bequeath 
Ezek. 36.26, 27. Thoſe that are Ah 
aj renewed, are regenerated by vertue 
| this Promiſe and ſo are ty led, "The 
| Lives of Promiſe, Gal. 4. 26 "We Bre- 
4 as Iſaac was, are Children of Pros 
mile,; a5 Iſaac was born by vertue of 
God's Promie ; > Rom.9. 9.. At this time 
will I come, and Sarah ſhall have a Son. 
$0: Saints now ..are Children of Promile, 
they. are born again by vertue. of this 
Promile ; A new Heart will I give to them 
4 new Spirit will 1 pat into them, Ezek. 36. 
26: And as all the Grace we have js 
from the Womb of the Promiſe, ſo all 
the Glory we hope for is by the Protaiſe ; 
and therefore Believers are alſo yd, 4 
The Heirs of Promiſe, Heb. 6. 17, is Q, 
how is Chrilt's Teſtament ordered ! firlt, 


a 
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to make us Chilgren, and tae 6a 
us Heirs Firſt; to: make '\us'Holy; _ 
then to make us Ha And willy 

not believe on, and Ebmie to the Ay: 
God, that Preacheth his own ,Teſtarnenty 
Firſt, to impart-to us a Divine Noo 
and chen to communicate-to us 'anE 
nal Kingdom, arr Everlaſting Gloty. 


er 


I ſhall proceed to Propoſe a fow Di. 
reions, and ſo conclude my Diſcourls 
on the firſt Dodrine. 


I. If the Son of God Preaches Fg wal 
and as truly by Tnftrnments, *as "in R 
own Perſon immedinely, then helieve'it 
is the Voice of the Sn: of © God: that 
ſounds'in your Ears ;* hd believe ſoundly 
and deeply what he Preacheth. 'x. Bes 
lieve it is the Voice of the Son of God 
that you hear ; Heb. 2.7. Ts day if you will 
hear ba woice, bardeh not your hearts. There 
is not only the Voice of Miniſters,' and 
Ambaſladors, but. alſo the Voice of the 
King of Glory. Chriſt draws near, and 
comes with them ; Epbe/. 2. 17. He camt 
and preached Peace. to you that were afar off. 
And Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks in them, 2 Cor. 
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2, Believe 
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- 2. Believe ſoundly and fincerely what 
Chrift Preacheth ; Rom. 10. 10. With 
'the-heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs. 
ARs 8.37. If thou believeſt with all thy 
heart.” You ſhould believe: fo as to be 
ſure, and fully perſwaded in your owt 
'Minds 5 Fobn 6. 69: IWe believe, and are 
ſure that thou art Chrift, the Son of the 
Living God. Let #s draw near with @ 
true Heart, in fall aſſarance of Faith, 
Heb. 10. 22. We may confidently re- 
lye-on 'the Word, and we may boldly 
lean oh the Arm of the Son of God. 
This #8 'a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Feſus Chriſt came into 
the World to ſawe Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
Ac is-a Faithful Saying, the Underſtangd- 
ing may acquielce in it; and it is wor- 
thy of Þ all Acceptation, therefore the 
Will may embrace ir. 


2. Make Particular Application of 
Chriſt's Word and Doctrine to your own 
Souls. Account that Chriſt as truly 
Addreſlerh himſelf to you; as if he did 
from Heaven call you by Name, and 
apply himſelf to you; Fobn Io. 3. He 
calleth 
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» Talleth bs own Sheet 

; vil with an —_ ns makes Per- 
ons to know that he ſpeaks as expref] 
to them, as if he did from Dey 
mention their very Names. Do not di- 
vere or turn off the Word to others. 
Do not think that a Portion is divided 
to them, but not to thee; that their 
Conditions are pointed at, . their Sins 
reproved, but not thine. As Pictures in 
a Room do ſeem to look on every Per- 
ſon, whoſe Eye is fixed on them, So 
we ſhould Account , that the Word of 
"the Son of God hath -a particular, A+ 
Jpe& on us, that ic dire&s,our Hearts 
into the Love: of God, that it- guides 
our Feet into the ways of Peace; Kk 
ſpeaks to all that hear it. We. ſhould 
account that what 1s written, is Written 
for our Learning; and what is ſpoken 
is ſpoken for our Practice, 


"by Name. Jelu 
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r Tnnly, Heb. 3. 7. To day if you will hear 

pr voice harden not your Hearts , excuſes, de- 

lays will harden the Heart; Audience and 

| Oborience (hould be preſently yeilded and | 

' rendred Jeſus Chrift ; we mult nor pur off, - 

adjourn our Obedience to a ionger day, or , 
| to years hereafter to come ;' David faith, 
BB He conſidered his ways, and turned bis Feet to 
God's Teftimontes, he made haſt, aud delayed not 
to keep bis Commandments, Plal. 119. 59, 60. 
The Gentiles when they were Enlightned, 
Convinced, Converted,they Exhott, they 

Incourage one another, Zech. 8. 21. 4 
Inhabirants of one City ſhall go to another, * 

ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to . Pray before the 1 

| Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts ; 1 Dil . 


. Obey the Son of God, hear his yoice- ? 


alſo ;, thoſe that are ſenſible of cheir Duty | 
and Danger, cannot defer, or pur off the ; 
great concernament of their Souls any log- 
ger 1/a. 49- 17. it is ſaid to Zion; Thy Chile 
dren ſhall make haſt, that is, to joys themſelves * 
to Chriſt and bis Church : T his haſt is ſer 
down by many Similicudes in Scripture ; 
it is ſaid, The Gentiles ſbould as waters *lopw jo 
the Mountain of the Lords Houſe, -Iſa- 2:,23+ 4 
Tho Waters they do run downwardsnay® 
turaliy,' yer che Nature and motion of the F 
H-athcn Nations ſhould be ſo chang'd, that 
they ſhould rug upwards, aſcend the BEA 
: 
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he Nations ſhould flow un. 
2. It is ſaid, *The Gentiles ſhould run to 
Jefus Chriſt, ſa. 5. 55. Behold thou ſhalt 


call a Nation that thou knoweſt net, and Nations 
that knew net thee ſhall run unto thee becauſe of 


EE BoLord thy God,and for the Holy one of Iſrael, fer 


be bath Glorified thee, 

3. It is ſaid, that the Converted Genti/:s 
fhould fly ro the Church, Iſa Go, 8. M5: 
«re theſe that fly as a Cloud, and as the Doves 
to therr Windows : How ſwiftly do the 
Clouds move, when driven by the Wind? 
How ſwiftly do the Doves fly when pur- 
ſued by the Hawk, or any other Bird of 
Prey ; ſo convinced, and awakened Spirits 


and will fly for refuge to take hold of the 


a * fly from the wrath that is to come, 


Hope ſer before them, Matt. 3. 7, Heb,6.18, 
- Are your Souls fick? Are your wounds 


Bleeding? Are your Confciences burden- 
'<d? Are your Hearts broken > And can 
yeu delay rurning ro Jeſus Chriſt preſens 
ly? O! confider how great that Perſon is 
"that ſpeaksto you, it is the Prince of Life, 
*the mg Glory, and is he tobe ſhut out, 


. "or put off rilla longer time, O! think 


"how great matters Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks, 
"and treats abour; is Reconciliation to God, 
, cfpoufals to-Chriſt, cutting off the _—y 

0 


" » bf the Curſe, reverſing the Sctitence,.oF) 
IRcath, and ferling upon you an cternal} 
lahericance, ſmall matters ; Are they, 
unneceſſary, or inconſiderable things, that! 
you ſhould delav to mind them ill heres; 
after? Is it not great mercy 'that the Son of 
God will open his Mouth 2 He might have? 
kept filence towards us, as he doth ro mar 
ny Nations of the World at this day. 
Why ſhould we be Viſited, when others: 
arc paſſed by, and negle&ed? W hy ſhould 
the Son of God come to, and knock at 1 
our Doors, when he is tar off from others, 3 
and makes no Addreſs rothem ? And will 

you flight, and abuſe Chriſts Kindneſs? ! 
\V ill you break off the Treaty of Peaccy 
and rej the otfers oft Mercy 2 If you dey 3 
lay, Jeſus Chriſt may withdtaw, he may ? 
uceerly depart trom you, the Bridegroom 
may no more woo you; the Phyluian | 
may no more offer his Help ro you, bur ? 
ſuffer you to die of your D:ſeafcs ; the ! 
great Shepherd may break his Staff of * 
Beauty, take no more care of you,. bur ? 
cave you to be a prey troSatan that roaring 1 
Lion. O !confider if you delay, and pur ? 
Chrift off, Sickacts may ſuddenly. ſeizz 3 
you, Dcach may in a moment ſnatch you 
away, your Flower may foon Fade, your : 
Lamp ot Lic be quickly. blown out, an + 

F 2 Apo, 


4 poplar may ſurprize'you, your Reaſorr # 
may bc  Clouded, your' Underſtanding 
Gerkned, your Speech may fail you, ſome: 
Ffaddecn accident (that you never thought 
ory may cut off your Life in an inſtant ; 
will not your delays then be pernitious and? 
fatal royou? What then will become of 
of Sf Promiles, and all your purpoſes 
co Believe, Repent, and turn to God > 
UII not Saran then catch away the Soul 
Fro Hell> Will you not then fall into the 
Hands of the Living God? Vill you not be 
the objeQs of his Eternal Frowns and Fu- 
try? Will you not then too late un- 
| derſtand your Folly and Madneſs in put- , 
; ing off Jeſus Chriſt > O! will not Con- 
+ ſcience then twir, upbraid, reproach you ?: 
E what did you think it was roo ſoon to be 
Carcd of your Diſeaſes > Was it too ſoon. 
to have your Bonds, and: Satans ſnares 
broken ? Was it roo ſoon to be made wiſe? 
Too ſoon to be ſer at liberty > Tooſoon to: 
© be Pardoned 2#Foo foon to return from 
* Your wanderings, and get intothe way of 
Ivation and Etcrnal Eife ? How did Sa- 
* £an blind your Eyes? How did Sin charm. 
- and bewitch your Souls You that once 
| thought it too ſoon, do now underſtand 
 andfeclthar it is too late : It is a very ob- 
* ſcryable Sentcace in CypriangSero credunt in 
W...- | elernan- 


44% | 


eternam penamgqui nolyerunt. cre= Contra, . : 
dere ad eaternam 25 Thoſe top Demets.. Y 
late will believe the truth * of _ | 
Gods word to. their Eternal Fun 
who would not timely believe. to the 
ternal Life ; they that would nox fe 
Danger, ſhall ſee-their Deſtruftion 
that would not fear the Threatnings of 
Gods Mouth, ſhall feel the Blows of hig 
Hand, Is it not better to hear now the. : 
ſweet noiſe of the Bridegroom, than. herg> 5 
after to hear the -terrib'e Voice of an An-, ? 
gry and Condemning Judg, Take heed 

that you be not-Cheared and Beguiled by | 
Saran ; he tells thee thou mailſt liſten t9 | 
Chriſt, and Repent hereafter; but his de» 
ſign is to hatdenthy Hearr, and that $4. | 
ſhalt never liſten, or rurn to Chriſt, As the 
Levite roſe early to.go his Journey, Judges. | 
19. 5. but bis Father in Law incour 4 

him to ſtay, and comfort his Heart with a 
morſel of Bread, and afterward he ſhould 
80 his way ,; ſo Saran, and fin are firſt mo» 
deſt in their Temptations, and Suggeſti- 
.0ns; They tel] ſinners they need nat riſe * 
carly, and ſoon ſet out in the way to Hea- 
ven? Fhart iris beſt brit co Comfort their 
Hearts with the Pleaſures and Enjoyments 
of the World: after they have Eaten 2 
Morſel, and Drunk a,Draught of Stolen . 
F p: Watcis, : 
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| Waters, they may go on in their way to 
* abother World, and as the Levites Father 
 1n Law that firl asked but for the Morn- 
| Ing, afterward deſires the whole day, and 
would have the Levitetarry all Night,and 
"ſo he did; even thus Sin and Satan deal 
F with wicked'men after they have prevail- 
+ ed with them to: miſ-ſpend, and yainly 
* Conſume the Morning of their Lives, 
- they afterwards infinnate, delire 2nd de- 
"mand the whole Day of Life to be ſpcne 
* in Eſtrangement from God, in the ſervice 
of vile Aﬀedions.:and bafe Luſts ; ſo thar 
the Night of Death comes on them, and 
they” drop down into the botromlets Pir; 
* "The Lexte, tho he did not depart and 
Journey one day, yet he might Travel a- 
way the next; *but when etr 'one day of 
Life' is paſt, and ſpent in fin, there is no 
day of Life or Grace that will ſucceed to 
: amend onr Folly, or repair our 
Pal. 49. loſs; careleſs and negligent f1n- 
T9. ' ners [go to the Generation of 
their ungodIv Fathers, they that 

never fre the Light ; there will be a morn- 
ing for Judgment and Condemnation, 
but none for Repentance ; Delays are cx- 
_ "ceeding dangerous ; the Heart 
Heb.3 13. it more hardened, the old Man 
| 1s more corrupted, Epheſ. 4.22. 

| Ay 


As a Dead Body doth eyery day grow: 
warle, more corrupt, and putrified ; even 
ſorhe old Maa in us doth more corrupt in 
irs deſires, and affeRions.; it is great Poli- * 
cy in a Captain to held an Enemy'in a ? 
T ceaty about a Surrender, while he doth | 
Fortify his Garriſon; ſo it is a deep Policy: 
of Satan to put thee on Fair Promiſes, and * 
faint purpoſes of yeilding to Jeſus Chriſt, | 
while thy Heart is more Fortified with 
prejudice and enmity againſt God, and 
Chriſt ; O! thercfore ſoon ſtretch our thy 
Hands to Chriſt, Pſal. 68. 31, Ethiopia ſhall * 
ſoon Aretch out ber bands to God ; in the He- | 
brew it is, ſhall make her Hands run #0God : ©? 
that thy Hands may run to Chriſt,” to'r& 
ceive precious Gifts from' him, and to of- 
fer upa Living Sacrifice ro him. 


* The Second Part of a Dif- 
', courſe on 1 Pet3.19, 


The Second Doftrine that the laſt words 
$35 of the Texr afford us is this. | 


3: DoR. The ſpirits of Wicked Men when 
» * ghey go out of the Body, are confin'd to, and 
+; ſhutupin Gods Priſon, 


T Hree things here are to be ſpoken to, 
\* - and -infilted on. 1. That God hath 
2 Priſon” 2. That the Souls of wicked 
Men when they go out of the, Body, ſhall 
becaſt into this Priſon. 3. Iſhall ſkew how 
Dreadful and Terrible this Priſon is. 

TI, That God | hath a Priſon. Earthly 
Princes have places of Durance and Re- 
ſtrain for ſuch as offend them, and T rant- 
| greſs their Laws, Gen. I. 2, 3. two of the 
- *Officers of Pharaoh offended the King of 
Egypt ; their Lord was wroth with them, | 
and cxpreſies his Diſpleaſure by purting 
them in Priſon ; And is it not highly rea- 
Fonable and juſt that the King of Heayen 


fine Tranſgrcfſors to, and to puniſh: de- 
2 gs ds linquents 


and Earth ſhould have his Priſon to con- | 


 linquents in? Should mners that ad theip © 
own Wills, fulfil the Deyils Luſts; Rebet 
againſt Gods Laws, ftilt be ar* liberty to 
Contra more Guilt, and provoke more } 
wrath? if Iniquity were for ever joyn'd þ 
with Impu Fy would not the-Majcſty of þt 
Gad be (till affronted, his Lawstrod under] 
foot, his threatnings derided and ſcorn'd> * 
Tho ſinners own God ith word, and can- 
not utterly race and extirpate the Notion + 
of a Divine Being out of their Souls, yet : 
they hold it in unrigbteouſneſs, Rom, I. © 
18. They arc as Dark Lanterns, to ſhut in 
and hide the Ligbt of this' great Truth} * 
they nnjuftly Impriſon, Hold and in - 
it; the will not ſuffer it to have Aucieg® ? 
ty in their Conſciences ; ,they will not per- * 
mir-it to reign in their Souls, to controul 
their Lufts,to reſtrain their Vices, to check 1 
their ſins; and may not God righteouſly |? 
ſhut up thoſe Spiritspf Men, that have fo 3 
unrightcouſly impriſoned , bound, .held | 
under that great and primary Truth, thar : 
there is a God, and have lived as if thyre 
were none, as if there were no Omnilct- 
ency to obſerve their Sins, no Holy, Juſt * 
Being to Loath and hate them, no Omni- : 
poteat. Arm to Puniſh them : God hath: 
ſeveral Arrributesta Diſplay his Glory; 
as he hath a Palace to Magnify his Mer 
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"yin, ſo he hath a 


| Children thac he will Portion, and Ene- 
mites that he will Puniſh ; as he will cater- 
tain and Feaſt his Sons and Daughters ar 
the Table of Mercy in his Palace, fo he 
© wilt Treat Satans Secd at the Table of 
- Juſtice in his Priſon; all the World ſhall 
| Þe Gods Gueſts, he will fer out their Food, 
he will proportion arid appoint their 
F Sip; chcy that have nor their Inheritance 
10 God, ſhall yer have their portion from 
him; The Lord zs the Portion of my Inheritance, 
* andof -myCup ; this is the ſweet Language 
of a Saint, Pſal; 16, 5. but this 1s the rer- 
E  rible Language of the Scripture concern- 
* ing Sinaers, 7ob 31. 2. What Portion of God 
is there from above ? And what inherttance of 
the Almighty from 8n high ? Is not Deſtrultion 
8 zo the Wicked > And a Strong punifhment to the 
Weds of Iniquity? God will magniſy his 
Geodiach in feeding Sinners with the 
* Fruits of their own ways, and doings, and 
+ In adjudgiug them to their proper place, 
k Ads I. 25. Judas is ſaidto go to his 'own 
+ Place; the place his Sins had beſpoken, 
q pro- 


Priſon to Glorify his* 
| Juſtice in; the Rightcous Judg of the 
Whole World hath ſeveral forts of Per-- 
® ſons to deal with, he hath Friends that he 
Will thine on, and Enemies that his wrath 
will burn againſt to all Erernity ; he hath - 


provided and prepared for him”; This: 


place may well be called a Priſon to ſins 
ners. For, 1. Sinners are made to be what 


they would nor be 3 For them to gratify - 4 


ſinfal. Self-Love, was here their grear ſin, 


"and for God highly to croſs Self-Love 


there, will be their Ecernal Punſhment. 
Sinners ſhall be the Foor-ſtoolof an Angry 
God, Pſal. 110. 1. They ſhall be the mark of 
Revenging Juſtice, they ſhall be Veſſels of wrath, 
and Veſſels for Diſhonour, Rom. 9. 21, 22. 
How dreadful isthis for God to Hluftrate 
his Juſtice, and Magnify his Wrath in 


their Ecernal Miſcry > How Terrible is it _ 


for God to get him Honour, by Wound- 
ing Eternally the Heads and Hearts of 
Sinners, to Exalk himſelf by throwing _ 
them down into the bottomleſs Pir, in.) 
ſtriking and ſuppreſſing them, in contlum- ©: 
1Ng ay preſerving them ar once, to cons, # 
tinue a bare ſtock of being, that he may - 
Graft Eternal Torments on ? Will not © 
this be exceedingly diſhonourable, and in- 
famous to Creaturcs, that rhey did nat 
pay God any Renr, Service or Obedience, 
ut neceſſitated their great Land-lord to * 
Diſtrain on them, and make diſtreſs, and 
take np their Soulsand Bodies both in Ex- 
ecution ? Will not this be an Everlaſting 2 
reproach, that they Robbed God of his 

Honour : 


”* Honoor-and Glory, and obliged him to 
"make Reprizals'on chem Thar they 
| .would give him.no Glory as they ought, 
Jer. I 3+ 16, bur left, God to get Honour on 
;them as he could, So God ſaith, He would 
get him Hoxaur on *Pharoah, and on his Hoſt, 
Exod. 14: 17- 
"- 2. Sinners ſhall be where they would 
not be, even 1n a bottomleſs Pir, in a Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtone, and under outer 
Darkneſs, -Rev. 20. 1, 3, 10. The ſtate of 
the Damned may well be called a Bg- 
'tomleſs Pir, they cannot in their Thovghtes 
Teach to , or by their longeſt Line of Rea- 
Fon Fathom the.bortom of this Pic ; they 
£cannor ſay, they are arrived at the utmoſt 
that God can do againſt them, or they can 
fufter from him.? As in Heaven there will 
ſtill be freſh Viſions of Glory, ſo .in Hell 
'there will ſtill be new Scenesof Miſery ; 
and how "Terrible is this Expreffion, a Lake 
Eire: A Lakethat will never Ebb, never 
k,never dry away ; this Lake will be as 
broad, as deep, as hot and ſcorching to E- 
teraity, as it was the firſt moment 11nners 


| werecalt into ic. 


3. Sinners ſhall be deprived of what they 
| would pofleſs and enjoy, what God threa- 
| tens Babylon with ſhall be fulfilled to them, 
” and cxccutcd on them, Rev. 19. 14. All the 
: | things 
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TE from them, all that is delice and 
dainty ſhall depart from them, arid they 
fhall find them no more for ever; all whe ; 
Lamps whereby they did drive away the 
Darkneſs and Terror of their, Night, ſhall 
be pur our, their Ciſterns ſtall be broken, *' 
their Paradiſe of Earthly Pleaſures and 
Delights ſhall be utrerly and cternally bla= 
ſed, the Breaſts of Creatures fhall be with- 
drawn from their Mouths, aud all their F 
dols for ever ſnatch'd out of their Arms, a 
great part of their Hel ſhall be drawn our 
of, and from that which once was their 
Heaven, this ſhall laſh and fcourge their | 
Souls, to think of the Mercies they enjoy= * 
ed, and abuſed; ro remember the good = 
things that they received from God, pet- 
verted, and turned againſt God thar the 
fed their Luſts with what ſbould have ue . 
led their Love ; thoſe Gifts inticed their” 
Hearts from God , which fhould have : 
drawh them to him. Droes in Hell com» 
plained of the pain of Senſe, bur hath no 
relief; Abraham minds him of the pain of 
Loſs, and ſofaug ments his miſery, Luke 16. 
24, 25. Abraham (laid, Son, remember that 
thou an thy Life time recervedſt thy good thinggy 
as if Abrabam ſhould ſay, Thou hadſt all 
thoſe good things which thou didſt efteem 


and 


"and valuey#that thou didſt deftre and: de 
light4in, chat thou did(t love and doar on: 
thou hadſt thy choice, thou didſt poilci; 
the Prize thou did(t run for 3 but now thy 
Days of Pleaſure are at an end, thy Sun of 
Proſperity is ſet; T hou haſt no wrong, yea, 
God is highly Righteous in his Diſpentati. 
ons towards' thee; he witholds ({piritual 
and eternal Mercies, that thou didit never 
defirc, bur always deſpiſe, and ſnarches a- 
way Temporal Enjoyments; which thou 
didſi ever Idolize, 

4. Sinners ſhall fee}, ſuffer, endure what 
tacy Loath, and Abhor ; Job compiains 
that the things that his Soul refuſed to touch, 
were- bis ſorrowful meat, Job 6.7. So the wick- 
&d in Hell may rencw, and take up this 
doleful complaint, that they muſt feed cn 
that Wormwood and Gall, that they ab- 
hor, and drink the Wine of the wrath of 
God, that they loathztnart Food is provid- 
ed for them, that they have the greateſt 
averſativn from ; that Cup is reached out 
ro them, that they have the greateſt de- 
teſtation of ; rhey ſhall be filled with their 
own ways, Prov. 14.14, Eat®the Fruit of 
.their own doings, and Drink the Wine of 
the Wrath of the Almiglty,  7ob 21. 29. 
Rev. 14. 10. All deadly Poyſons, all facal 


Ingredicats ſhall be tempered bogerhes, 
an 


"aid meet in "their 'Cup, containing Red*” 


.Evils againſt him, he eomplains be was # 


*K is the great lin of the Children of Men, * 


Wine, and full of Mixture, Pſal. 75.8. AIF * 
the Evils that may Enebriate, intoxicate” 

and overcome the Spirits of Sinners, are' 

ro be found in this Cup; yet in another + 
Seaſe, it is Wine withour Mixture,Rev.Tg: 
10. Not any T infture, not any drop of 
Mercy, bur it is pure Wrath ; theſe Evils 7 
will be ſo bitter, fo grievous, ſo terrible, - 
that perſons will be a burden to them ? 
felves, Job 7, 20. When God made-Job his * 
mark, and ſhort the Arrows of Temporal } 


burden to himſelf , How then will finaersbe 2 
a burden co themfelves, when the Arrows®! 
of the Almighty ſhall Pierce them, 'whett 
the Poyſon of them ſhail drink up thei 
Spirits; when the Terrours of God ſhall : 
ſer themſelves in Battle array againſt chem, ** 
Job 6, 4. If 70b did loath Life betagſe ir |! 
was ſo much imbittered with Temporal 
Afﬀictions, 7ob 7, 15, How much- more 1 
ſtall finners in Hell loath their own being, 
when embirtered with Erernal Evils ? 

5. Hell may well be called a Priton, be- 
cauſe that men ſhali be conhned at home, 
and ſhall be impriſoned in tlic preſence of 
anAvgryRevenging God. : 

1. Sinners ſhall be thut up'in chemſelves. 


that 7 


? 


"*that they ſtray, wander from emſc eg) 
ES IT + © if q > 
= yell continually Droed ;. dt ern 
+ When he wear into a far Country, he AJ;d 
+ not only depart from his Father, bur alſo 
+ wander from himſclf; The firſt ſtep to- 
3 .Q his Recovery Was to coine_to 
> hitnſclf, Lui I5613, 14,17. So it will be 
» the Siumcrs Puniſhment co dwell art home, 
> be confined te.himſelf ,, ro baye his" 
4 Thanghs Ecernally fixed on his owa Fol- 
| ly and Iniquity, to conſider of the wrong 
> ſteps hetook, the corrupt fruit he brought 
- forth, the debts he contrafted, the ſeeds of 
{ miſery he ſowed, the Eternal Wrath he 
; gpoonoted, chat tho he was admoniſhed of 
*his fin, and warned of his danger; yer he 
| Would not be diverted, he could not be 
- reclaimed ; rhac he would not give Audi- 
-caccto his Maker, yer liſtened to his Enc- 
" My; thac the Door. of his Heart was ſhut 
; againſt Chriſt, yer qpen to Satan and the 
' World. Sometimes Magiſtrates do Com- 
* mand Offcaders ro keeptheir own homes, + 
* and Impriſor' them in their own Houſes,” 
. that they are nor co ſtep out, or ſtir a-, 
' broad: Even ſo the Great and Juſt God 
will ſhut up ſinners in themſelyes., wilt 
turn thcirEyes jaward, and will fx cheic » 
” Thoughts on their ſhameful Nakedaels, 
cheir Monſtrous Uglincſs, their lokiyomn 
crore 


Deformity God threatens the Houſe of. 
Ifrael, that they ſhould take their Inheri= :; 
tance in themſelves, Exek. 22. 26, this will 
. be Eminently and Signally fulfilledin an- 
other World; then Sinnersſhall rake their 
Inherirance in themſelves, their own ways 
and doings ſhall procure the greateſt eyils 
tothe ; their own. backſlidings ſhall res 
prove them ; their own wickedneſs ſhall 
laſh chem ro Eternity ; their Accuſations, 
their Upbraidings, their Reproaches ſhall 
be from within ; their own Conſfciences 
ſhall fly in their Faces, charge their Sins, 
bind their Iniquitics on them; Condema 
them for their Ingratirude, and Enmity a- 
oainſt God; . The Lord tells ftnners, He . 
will reprove them, aud ſet therr Tniquities in or= 
der "ts 4 them, Plal, 50.241. T hisis adread- 
ful word, I will ſet in order before you, 
25781, the word hath two Senſes in the 
Old TeStament, that are pertinent in this 
place, to ſet it: order a Cauſe that'is to be 
Argued; or Pleaded, Job 13. 18. Behold 
now 1 have ordered my Cauſe ; So God will 
order his Cauſe when he is to Accuſe, and 
Plead againſt Sinners 3 He will dete& their 
Enmiries,rip up their Abomination, cxaQ- 
ly order all matters that Evidence their 
Guilt, that may ſhut their :Mouths, and 
ſhame their Faccs. - The word Significs 
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t0 order a Battel, 2 Sam. 10, 9, 10: Joab did. 


" put his Army in Aray, every Troop and 
cy hath their ground appointed , 
every Soldi 
is to Fight; It is dreadful when God draws 
together Troops of Childiſh Sins, Legions 
of Y outhful Luſts, Brigades or Bartalians 
of Travſgreffiens committed in Riper 
Years, when God will fer all theſe in Bat- 
tle Array againſt the Sau], and will Com- 
mand them all to give a fierce onſer, a 
FuriousCharge on it: O ! How terrible will 
jt be when God ſhall at ſeveral times pre- 
ſentthem to View, and bring them to the 
remembranceof a Guilty Creature, when 


they ſhall be ſo ſer in order, that the fin- 


mer cannot but behold them, cannot but 
think on them, cannot turn away his Eye 
from this Formidable, and dreadtul Hoſt 
of his Iniquities z the Eye of the Soul ſhall 
be opened, and never cloſe again ; TI he 
Sinner ſhall awake, and never doze, never 
be ſtupificd, never. {leep again, bur ſhall 
Erernally*dwell upon rhe Sight, and (enſc 
of what he hath done againſt, and deſery- 
ed from God. 

2.Sinners ſhall.be impriſoned in the pre- 
"ſence of an angry God. "This may ſcem 
--ftravge, that God's Preſence ſhould be. Hel 
tothe Damned, that is Heaven to the _ 
& eg, 


er his place fixed in which he 
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ſed ; yet thus it ſhall be : Ic is threatned as 
a dreadful Evil to Zedekiab, that his Eyes 
ſhould behold the Eyes of the King of Ba- 
bylon, Iſa 32, 4+ Zedekiab had dealr perfidi- 
ouſly and treacherouſly with the King of 
Babylon; he had broken his Oath with him 
and rebelled againſt him : But have nor 
finners done worſe ? have they not broken 
repeated Promiſes, and falſihed their Co- 
yenant with God ? have they not back-fli- 
den from him with a perpetual back-ſli- 
ding? have they not held faſt their deceir- 
fulne(s, and refuſed ro return to him, Zer. 
8. 5+ have they not been hardened in their 
Enmicv, and perſiſted ro run aſtray, and 
to g0 a whoring from God; Pſai. 73. 27. 
and O how terrible will God's Face, how 
dreadful wil} God's Prefence be to them ? 
[ have been credibly informed of a Wo- 
man that had proſtituted, and defiled-her 
ſelf in her Husband's Abſence heyond Sea, 
and was with Child by her Adultery, that 
hearing that her Husband was arrived,and 
ready to land, did hang her ſelf, that ſhe 
might not ſee his Face, whom ſhe had fo 
highly oftended; fo bitterly provoked by 
her Adultery > How then will Spiritual 
| Harlots, and Adulcerous Souls Endure to 
' | fee the Face of God, and to behold his 
angry Countenance to Erernity ; O ! how 
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" bitter wi)l it be ro them ro be confined to? 
* the Thoughts of their Rebellion, and 
Gods Enmiry againſt them for it? The 
thoghts of God now are very unpleaſant, 
and very unwelcome to Sinners, Rom. 1. 
28. They like not to retain God in their 
Kiowledg. It was burdenſome to them to 
acknowlz2dg there was a God ; and it was 
bitter tothem to think of thi: God, ſal. 
Io 9. God is not in all their thoughts, 
they baniſh God as muchas is poilible, our 
* of their minds, they forget him 2s much as 
they can, they cannot think of God but as 
a Law Giver, that forbids their Lufs, and 
Attions ; and as a Judg that holds them 
uilty, and threatens them with Eternal 
<7" \ bruce therefore they ſay to God 
himielf, and to the Thoughts of God, 
Depart from us, Job 12. 14, 15. they would 
not ſatfer ſuch Thoughtsto break in upon 
them, to lodg or ſtay with them, becauſe 
they begin their Hell, and anticipate their 
Torments before the time ;- yet tho it be 
fo greivous to ſinners to remember God, to 
have their Thoughts fixed, to have 'their 
Minds dwell on God; yer they muſt be- 
hold, they muſt Converſe with this An- 
gry God for ever, O! what a doleful, 
dreadful Priſon will ic be when a guilty 
Creature, and - angry God ſhall be alone 
tO- 


together; Sinners now have their diver? 

tiſements, they. drink deepdraughts of the 
Pleaſures of Sin, of the Wine uf Senſual - 
Delights, that they may forget their Mi- 
ſery, and ſhake oft the thoughts of a Figal 
Account, of a Righteous Condemnation, ._ 
and of an Everlaſting Deſtruion ; but in 
this Priſon they can no more ſteep their 
Souls in Pleaſures, nor ſoak them in Sen- 
ſual Delights; all che Comforts of the 
World are gone, but fin remains, guilt a- 
bides, Conſcience can never be Charmed, 
vilenced, or ſuppreſſed : When ſinvers lye 
down among I horns of Terrours, and in 
Sheers of Flames ; when they make their 
Bed in Hell, Behold Ged is there! Pſal,135- 
 $-This isan awakening,a dreadtul Behold. 

Othink on it, behold God is in Hell! There 
he meets Sinners with a frowning Face, 
with a puniſhing Hand;bchold God is there 
to remember Jniquity againſt men, to 
biad the yoke of their Tranſgreſſions on 
them $2 This will moft ſurprile and aſto- 
niſh; this will moſt diſmay, ſink, over- 
whelm the Damned to meet with a God 
they have fo wearied, ſo grieved, ſo yex- 
ed, 10 burdened with their Iniquitics ; Be- 
hold God is there, bur ir is (till ro fill their 
Cup of wrath,to deal out blows, and give 
wounds to them by his Almighty Power! 
G 3 Be- 


Behold God is there, and doth unyeil his 
rowning Face to ſcorch them, and make 
bare his glorious Arm to deſtroy them. 

The ſecond thing that I propoſed to 
ſpeak to is, That the Spirits of Sinners, when 
they go out of the Body, ſhall be caſt into, and 
ſhut up in Gods Priſon. 

' The Scripture confirms this truth in ſe- 
veral places, The rich man 1s ſaid to die, and 
in Hell he lifted up bis Eyes, being in Torments, 
Luke 16. 22, 23. No ſooner was his Soul 
out of the Tabernacle of the Body, but + 
it was in the Priſon of Hell. So Judas is 
ſaid togo to his own place,when he paſſed 
into the Regions of Darkneſs, and of Mi- 
ſery, Ads 25, T be filthy Sodomntes, after 
their Bodies were burnt with a Temporal 
Fire, their Souls were - Tormented in E- 
cernal Fames, Judes Epiſtle 7. He that war 
dereth out of the way ef underſtanding, ſhall re- 
main in the Congregation of the Dead; in the 
Hebrew it is IMDB? the word ſignifies Gi- 
ants; fome have thought that Hell is call- 
ed the Congregatian of the Grants ; there 
were Gzants betore the Flood, Gen 6G. 4. as 
chey- were of High Stature in Body, 1o 
they were no Dwarts in Sin and Wicked 
neſs; their Iniquities grew to (6 great a 
Height, that God was provoked to ſend a 
deltroying Flood ; theſe Grants were not 
+6 only 


ſwallowed 'up of Eternal Death. Theſe 
were ſuch heinous Sinners, that they ſeem 
to be preſented as chief Proprietors, and 
— Poſicfiors, and Inhabitants of 
Hell: | 

I ſhall endeavour to Demonſtrate to 
you, that ir muſt needs be ſo,, T hat the 
Souls of wicked Men when they go out of 
the Body, do paſs into a Priſon - For, 

I, Here in this World they do caft off 
all reſtraiats, they are all for Carnal Li- 
berty, they exempt themſelves from Gods 


JuriſdiQtion ; they count their Hearts their | 


own, they will Love and Luſt as they 
pleate, Heb, g. 10. Their Abominations 
were according as they Loved. Sinners 
reckon their Tongues to be their own, 
Pſal, 12. 4- Our Lips are our own, Who us Lord 
over us? Therefore they will Talk, and 
ſpeak as they pleaſe. The ten Tribes are 
called Aholsh, Ezek, 23,4, as much as to 
lay, ber Tent, becauſe that 1ſrael, like an 
Adulterous Wife, lefc the Houſe of God, 
her Lawful Hu+band, forſook him, and 
repaired to her own Tent + |dolatrous 
Iſrael buile high places, ſec up Temples in 
Dan and Bethel ; theie were the Tſraelites 
own I ents ; they did break off from Gods 
Teinple, they thought it Bondage and 
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only drowned in the Waters, but alſo ' 
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F SHVery to be tied to Worſhip in Gods 
| Houle, me would Offer their Sacrifice in 
- their own Lent. The Prodigal thought 
+ himſelf not a Freeman while he was under 
his Fathers Eye and Government ; he 
would not depend on' him for Maipte- 
nance, 0r be controuled by his Authority, 
or Subjeit to his Commands ; he wonld 
have his Portion in his own Hands, and 
Live of himſelf; fo he gathered rogerher 
all that his Father gave him, and depart- 
cd into a far Country, Luke 15, 12, 13 
14. I here he lived according to his own 
Luſts, and liking; he waſtes his Fathers 
Goods, keeps bad Company,and indulgeth 
his vile afteftiones to the height, SoSinners 
carry it as it they, were not under Gods 
Eye, or Subjc& to his Authority, Jer. 5. 5: 
It is ſaid of the'great Men, That they alto- 
gether broke the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds. So 
Pſal. 2. 23. The Kings of the Earth did ſet 
themſelves, aud take Counſel together againſt the 
Lord, and apain$ his Anointed, ſaying, let 
us break their Bands aſunder, and caſt away 
- their Cords from us. Tho Jeſus Chriit came 
as a Redeemer to ranſom, and as a Delive- 
rer toreſcue Souls from Slavery ; yet they 
rook up ſuch wrong Notions, ſuch hard 
Thoughts of him, as if he came tochain 
and fetter them to yoke and cnſlave them) 
, eo 


to ſpoil them of the Pleaſure, and depriyg, * 
them of the liberty of cheir lives,- aſp © 
rells us, that the Princes of Judah were Kh 
thoſe that remove the bound, Hol.” 5. 10, Sin" v 
ners Will not be reſtrained and limited by: - 
Gods Bounds, or be held by his Bonds, or 
bare his yoke. Our firſt Parents affeted 
inordinate Liberty, to caſt off all reſtraints, * 
ro remove all bounds, ro be lawleſs my in- , 
dependent, tho this indeed be Monſtrous 
to have the limited Nature of a Creature, 
and yet the boundleſs unlimited will of 
God. Our firſt Parents thought to change 
their Tenure, and of, Tenants to become 
abſolute Lords; 'T hey denied God that lir- 
tle Quit Rent that he reſerved to himſelf, 
and invaded the Fruit of that Tree, that he 
reſtrained them from ; that Carnal Liberty 
that Sinners ſo much hunt after, and a- 
ſpire to, is a ſtream from this Poyloned 
Fountain, and pernitious Fruit from this 
corrupt root ; their degenerate Children 
have all like ſheep, gone aſtray, and have 
turned afide into their own way, 1/a 53.6. 
yea, they love to wander, Jer. 14. 16. They 
chooſe their own ways, and their Soul delights in 
their Abominations, Iſa. 66. 3. They think God 
a poor Mater that can do little for them, Job 22. 
I4,15. Job 22 17. What can the Almighty: 
do for them 2 They account tim a bard Ma- 
Ter, 


_—_. of EY 
| fer, that requires too much of them, Matt. 25, ' 
* 24s | knew thou waſt a hard Man, Reaping 
, where thou haſt not ſown, and gathering where 
* thou haſt not ſirowed, Men affett a broad way , 
@ wide Gate, tho it tend to Deſirudion, Matr. 7, 
I3. They cannot Endure the Girdle of Gods 
> Covenant, or the Bond of his Laws ; and 
* therefore how juſt a Puniſhment is ic that 
thoſe ſhould be caſt into Gods Priſon, that 
* have caſt off his Yoke * How Righteous 
is God in puniſhing ſinful Carnal Liberty, 
with Eternal Bondage and Confinementr. 
2. Sinnersarc Criminals, and Debtors, 
and in both reſpetts do deſerve a Priſon, 
| 1. Wicked Men are Criminals ; they 
; rob God, they withold his due, they uſurp 
his Rights. Ir is ſaid of Jeſus Chrilt, that 
he reſtored what he took not away ; T his 
was prophelied and ſpoken of our Surety, 
Pſal. 66. 4. If he did not take away from 
} God, who did it? Surely ſinful Man did 
- takeaway from God ;he robb'd God of his 
> Truſt, of his Love, - of his Religious 
Worſhip , He alienated himſelffrom'God, 
he withdrew and eſtranged all the Crea- 
tures from God, Men ſhould have been 
ficſt Fruits devoted to God, and as living 
 Sacrifices offered to him; In this reſpeCt 
Gad may charge the whole World, as of 
Old hedid charge the wholeNation of the 
Jem's, 


Jews, Mal. }. 1. Ye have robbed mein Tyths 
and Offerings. -O how many Thieves are 
there inthe World, that rob God both 6f 
the Seventh of their Time, in profaning 
of his Sabbath, and of the Tenth of their 
Goods > They care not how little they ex- 
zend to maintain God's Service, and to up- 
bold his Worſhip in the World ; do they 
not daily rob God of their precious thoughts, . © 
and of their choiceſt affettions? They ſer up 
their own ends, and exalttheir own Wills, 
and do not make God's FF/i/ their Sovereign 
Law, hzs Glory their Supream End ; ' How 
many Families rob God of hzs Worſhip every 
day? There is no praying to him, no 
calling upon him, Pſal. 14. 4. Jer, 10.laſt. 
All their Life is the ſowing of Mammen, 
the pleaſing themſelves, the gratifying 
their own Luſts and Vile Aﬀe&ions; Is ir 
ſcandalous to ſteal from Men, and is it not 
more heinous to rob God ? 
2. Men are Enemies to, and rebel a- 
gainſt God, Col. 21, You that were Strangers 
and Enemies in your minds through wicked warks, 
Sinners are Strangers to God , they do nothing 
to oblige him : they are Enemes to-God, they 
do much ro provoke him; they are Enemies 
againſt God in their minds ; 1t 1s an hearty, a 
deep: rooted Enmity ; their Minds are ſtill 
intent on Evil Works. The Apoſtle ſeems 
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'- £0.me to. glance at, and haye reſpe@ tg 

ks words of God recorded by Moſes, Gen. 
x6. 5. the Lord ſaw that the Imaginations of 
the Thoughts of Man's Heart were only evil 
continually. And Men expreſs their Enmity 
t0 God by their Rebellion againſt Ged. Hear 
how God accuſeth T/rael, and complaincth 
- againſt them, 1ſa. 1. 2. Hear, O Heavens, 
and give ear, O Earth, I bave nouriſhed, and 
brought up Children, and they have rebell:d a- 
gainſt me, God calls in the whole Creati- 
on, ſummons all the Creatures to give in 
Evidence, and ro be Witneſſes againſt 
them; the Sun, Moon and Stars did run 
their Race, and afford Light and Influen- 
ces continually to-them; the Earth did bear 
them,and bring forth Fruit co ſupply their 
Wants, and continue their Lives. God 
triade {o many Seryants above, and below 
to miniſter to Man, yet this proud un- 
grateful Creature withdraws - his Service 
from God, denies Obedience ro his Maker: 
Oh hear. and be aſtoniſhed, both Heaven 
and Earth, that 7ſrael that I have adopted , 
' the Jews that I have nouriſhed, raughr, e- 
ducated as my Children, yet have made 
void my Laws, and rebelled againſt me ! 
Princes have Priſons for Thieves and Re- 
bels >gainft them, and thall not the King 
of the whole World haye a Priſon for 
mY thoſe 
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thoſe that rob him, and rebel againſt him” 
Rebellion againſt God is far worſe than a ?' 
Rebellion againſt any Earthly King; forGog ? 
is an Infinite, and an Etcrnal Being ; he 
gave us Life, Breath, and all things ; his 
Laws are all righteous, his Commands are 
holy ; they ask but for the Rights of aGodt 
They are juſt, they demand but what we 
owe our Neighbour ; they are good for 
our ſelves, in the keeping of them zs great re- 
ward, Pfal. 19. 11. T he Apoſtle commends 
the Law, and faith, the Copmand as Holy, 
Fuſt and Good. Theſe are Three weighty, 
comprehenſive Epithices. When we yeih 
God his Right, we_reap Benefit to ouf 
| ſelves, juſt as the TI rees that ſerve us in - 
bringing forth Fruit, do alſo ſerve them 
ſelves in bringing forth a Stone or Kernel,. 
to continue their own Kind, Obedicnee 
to God is grounded on our very Naturey 
and founded in our very Being. Thoſe 7 
that have received a Being from God's Handy 
ſurely ' ought to receive a Law from his . 
Mouth. Kebellion againſt God therefore: : 
muſt needs be an heinous Crime, and de- | 
ſerve an Eternal Priſon. Thoſe that ſerve * 
their own Luſts, and do Satan's Will it 
rime, are worthy to ſuffer God's Will ro B& : 
tEcrnity» | | " $364 
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| % Sinners are. guilty of Spirituat * 
horedom and Adultery ,/ Pfal, 73. 27: © 
Thou haſt deſtroyed ſuch 2s go a whoring from 
thee. Ye Adulterers and Adultereſſes, know you 
zot that the Friendſhip of this World is Enmity 
' with God? James 4. 14. As.a 'Rebellious 
|. Son was by God's Law to be ſtoned ro Deats, 
Deut. 21, 20, 21. fo a Woman guilty of Adul- 
-tery, and the Adulterer, were both to be put t8 
death, by God's Command, Levit; 20, 10. Ju- 
dah gave Sentence againſt Tamar for her 
Wahoredom , Let her be brought forth, and 
burnt, Gen. 38. 24. If the Rebellion of a 
Son againſt an Earthly Father,” was Capi- 
tal; If bodily Adultery was punithed with 
Death, what then doth Soul- Adultery de- 
ſerve? God is our Lawful Husband, 1fa. 
$4. 5. Thy Maker zs thy Husband. Yet have 
not ſinful Souls aftefted the Bed of a Stran- 
ger? have they not turned from God after 
. Creatures ? As Chriſt admonifhes, and ac- 
cuſech the Woman of Samara -for living 
” in Adultery, or at leaſt in Fornication, 
 Fobn 4. 18. He that thou new haſt, 1s not thy 
* Husband; fo God may charge unconvert- 
E ed Men and Women, that they live in 
{ Spiricual Adultery, that the object they 
nioſt . love and doat on; is not their Law- 
* ful Embraces ; the Creatures were not 
"made to be Idols to Entice us from oo 
wy "1y 


but are beſtowed as Love tokens to allure * 
our Hearrs to God ; yet the Hearts of 
' vetous Stuners do' go after their Cove- :: 
rouſneſs, Exek. 33, 31: And the Hearts of 
Idolaters do walk attcr-the Heart of their * 
dereſtable things, Exek, 11. 21. tho this 
was a great cheat, to think. that Dead 
Idols, or falſe Gods had a heart to retaliate 
their Love, or to Requite them for their 
Worſhip; on this Account Ged is the only 
Lawful Husband,. and meer obje& of our 
Love, becauſe he hath a Heart to Loye us 
again, Prov, 8, 17. I love thoſe that love ? 
me; Idols or Creatures cannot ſay fo ; 
Dead Idols, and Dead Creatures have no _ 
Heart to love us. O! conſider then whar ® % 
a horrid Crime Spiritual Adultery is;here- 
by we defile the Creatures, do offer Vios. 
lence to the my and pura Rape on them 3 
they call and invite us to the Love of God, 
they entice us not to the ſinful, and inordi- 
nate loye of themſelyes. -It is mens Luſt 
that is ative in this Adultery, the Crea- 
rure is only Pafhve, it groans under this 
Force put on it, but cannot decline and a- 
void it; the Creature is innocent, bur it is 
a Mans Unchaſt and Filchy Heart that is 
guilty. For this Spiritual W horedom meny © 
deſerye to be caſt into Gods Priſon ; if God 
be broken by their whoriſh Heart, Exek6-- © 
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” > then ſurely i they are worthy to be 
 wqgpaded, and, broken for it. .. ' 
© 2. Mcnaredebtorsto God, every fin 1s a 

Debr, Mate. 6, 12. Forgive us our Debts, as 
' we forgive our Debtors 5 we primarily- owe 
> to God a Debt of Love, and Obedience; 
but for default in the. Payment of this 
Debt.,. there ariſes another Debut, we owe 
God Glory to be raiſed out of our Sufferings, 
Ecernal Miſery and Torments ; all Crea-' 
tures muſt bow to God, and ſome way or 0- 
ther ſerve him, 1. 45. 32. Either as Veſ- 
ſels of Honour, or as Veſſels for Diſhon- 
our ; God muſt have glory either by his 
| Mercy, or our Miſery ; it is but juſt that 

* God ſhould enter his ARion againſt his 
* Debtors, that he ſhould Sue, Arreſt and Im+ 

riſon them. If thoſe that owe Mony to 

en and donot pay it, are caſt into Pri- 
ſon ; much more thoſe that owe Service, 
and Obedience to God. and not render it, ' 
areto be thrown into an Eternal Priſon. 

3- Sinners are now already in Priſon, 
they are called Priſoners, 1ſa. 24. 6. 1/a.49- 
9. they are Sryled Caprtives, ſa. 61. 1. they 
are ſaid.to be taken Captive by the Devil 
at his will, and ro be held in his Snare ; 
+ qgthey are in the Bond of Iniquity, A&s8. 
| 723: The Sins of Men do take them, and their 
* Iiguitics do bold them, Prov. 5.22. we _ 
tnat.. 


F Prifob, Aﬀs 15.24. 
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were C mto the 1her 
This Expreffion ory : 

Inner Priſon, implies the Priſon was divids : 
ed into two parts ; there was an outer,and 7 
an inner Priſon;fo I may diſtinguiſh, God © 
hath an outer and i:iner Priſon ; his outer 
Priſon is in this World, his inner Priſon is 7 
in Hel];here finnersarc in the outer Priſon, % 
they ate bound, la 61.1.they are beld,Rom.7.6: 
They are taken captive,2 Tim. 2 laſt,They ate 
ſhut up under fingGal. 3. 22, Loaden with Dead 
Works, Heb. g. 14: Guilty before God, Rom. 
3. 19. And Condemned, John 3.18. He that 
believes not is Condemaned already ; and 
if men ſtay, and continue in the outer- 
Priſon,and Death finds them here,how juſt 
isit that God ſhould caſt them into his in- 
ner Priſon, and ſhut them up, and hold 
them there for ever. 

4. Teſus Chriſt himſelf, when he was a' 
-ſurety forSinners, ard ſtood in their room, 
and ſtead, was made a Priſoner, was under 
a reſtraint and confinement, Iſa. 53. 8. It is 
ſaid, He was taken from Priſons and Judgment. 
Jeſus Chriſt could not have been taken out 
of Priſon, if he had not firſt been in Priſon. 
But how was Jeſus Chriſt in Priſon ? I an- 
\ ſwer, 1: The great ſorrow that was in, the 
amazing fear that was on Chriſts Spirity 
was as. a Priſon about his Soul, Matt. 36. 
| p7; 38. he was ſorrowful, and very heavyg 

, heſaid,; My Soul 2s pa, o” to the Death. He 
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"was ſore amay'd, Mark 14. 3}, taking 4prof- 
Epett of the dreadful torm chat did hang 
* Over him, the deep and bicter Cup reach'd 
+ Our to him.the vaſt Ocean of Sorrows and 

” vutfrings that were betore him, yer he was 
& beard in that hefeared, Heb. 5.7. | his implics 
* That he was under fear,yert he was deliver'd 

from it, that it did not fink him, or over- 
whelm him. 2. Jeſus fell into the hands of 
bis Enemies, they ſeized on him, led him 
him away to Annas and Cataphas,they held 
him under their power for ſeveral hours, 
till they Condemned and Executed him, Jobn 
28. : 2,13.the Captain and band of Soldiers 
took Chriſt,bound him, and led-him away 
as a Priſoner. 3, Jeſus was buried, he was 
laid in the duſt, and ſhut up as a captive of 
Death in the priſon of the grave ; but ſuch 
was the dignity of his perſon, the value of 
his Blood, the ſatisfattory, nature of his 
$attering, that his Captivity was ſhort, his 
Impriſonment laſted but a little while; yer 
this confinement and priſon of Chriſt doth 
reach us what ſinners deſerve; doth inſtru 
us what they muſt expeCt.if they are not 
waſhed from their Sins in Chriſts Blood, 
and reconciled to God by bis Death ; his 
Perſon being infinice,and: his Sutterings ſa- 4 + 
tisfatory, his Priſon could only be tempos 
raty and ſhort; but the nature of Sinners be- 
ing Finite, and their ſufferings not able to 
| | cx 
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expire cheir fins, their Prifon muſt needs 
be Everlaſting. IG. 

5. God threatens ſinners with thisPriſoti, 
ard he muſt needs be juſt to himſelf, an 
true to his word ; the Lightening of Gods. * 
Threatning, is not without a T hunder:; 
bolc of Execution and Vengeance, Pſal, 
O.17. The wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, * 
and all the Nations that forget God ; God hath. ' 
not only ſaid it, but alſo ſwern it, That he * 
will never forget any of the deeds of impenitent 
Sinners, Amos 8. 7. the Lord hath Sworn 
by the Excellency of Jacob,that is, by himſelf, 
that is Jacobs Excellency, ſurely 1 will never 
forget any of their Works, Tho men forget 
God, and his Laws, yer he will nor forget 
their Crimes and Iniquitics- Gods T hreat- 
ning muſt ſtand, therefore ſinners muſt fall 
into the Bottomleſs Pit : Gods word muſt 
take hold ofthem, Zack. 1. 5,6. therefore 
they will be caſt into the Eternal Priſon; 
If we confirm not Gods Command -by doing ity 
Deur. 27. laſt; God will confirm his threatning 
by executing it, Dan.9. 12. 

6, T he Spirits of Sinners departed out of 
the Body muſt be ſhut up in Gods Priſon ; 
for God hath mighty Officers of Juſtice, 
he hath powerful Baylifts and Szrjeants to 
Arreſt, to Seize on, to carry away departe - 
ing Souls, Luke 12. 20. «&antoww, they ſhall 
require, and demand thy Soul of thee, they can : 
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&be rezcRted and ſent empry awa 
”. take hold of guilty Creaturesdrag them to 
> the highcſt Tribunal, and preſent chem 19 
> the Sovereign Judg ot Heaven and Earth ; 
; good or bad Angels fcize on diſlodginy 
and removing Soul;. 

' [I have beencredible informed concern- 
ing a wicked man that I knew my ſelf, 
That when he was on the brink of the Pit, and 
on the Borders of Eternity ; Something in the 
likeneſs of a Crow appeared in his Chamber, and 
ſate on the Teſtar of his Bed, and conld not be 
driven away til the ſick man gave up the Ghoſt , 
and then it ſuddenly Vaniſhed away, The An- 
- ziext Rabbins haye talkcd of the Angel of 
Death, that did appear to Sick and Lying 
Men, and was very Terrible ro them ; by 
this Angel of Death they ſeem to mean 
ſome good or bad Angel ſent to fetch the 
Soul ro God's Tribunal to give its Account, 
'and to receive its tnal Sentence. God doth 
not want Means, or Mcfſengers to attach 
and apprehend guilry Souls, and to Con- 
du chem into his Terrible andeglorious 
preferice. 

The 3d. thing I propoſed to ſpeak to, 
was to ſhew you how dreadful this Prifon 
1s; and that I ſbal! open to you in theſe 
following particulars. 

1. ThisPrifon isa yery dark Priſon, the 
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Scripture calls the darkneſs of it, outer dark”. / 
neſs, Matt. 8. 12, The Children of the Kings * 
dom ſhall be caſt into outer darkneſs, ſo the 
unprofitable ſervant is ſentenced to, and 
ſent into outer darkneſs, Matt, 25. 30. Sinners 
now are in darkneſs, yea, they are laid to be 
darkneſs, Ephel. 5. 8. but this exprefhon. 
points at the inward darkneſs of the minds 
of Sinners ; there is a Catarad# on the Eye 
of the Soul, a Veil on the Underltanding; 
but there is beſtdes this inward darkneſs,an 
outer darknels, when ſinners ſhall be removed 
at the greateſt difence from God the Father of 
Lights, James 1. 17. T hey ſhall be erernal- 
ly ſeparated, and cut off from the Com- 
munion with God ; [n hzs light Saints ſhall 
ſee light, Pſal. 36.9. In the light of his Counte- 
nance, they ſhall ſee the light of Life; but wicks 
ed men ſhall 20 to the generaticn of their ungodly 
Fathers, they ſhall never ſze the Lisht,Plal 4. 
9. Tie mit of darkn.ſs ts their portton,2 Per. 2, 
17. yea, the blacknejsof Darknef* is reſerved for 
them as an eternal inheritance, Tudes Epiſt. the 
13thv. what Terrovur is there in this ex= 
pretiiory, The blackneſs of darkneſs. Neither 
Creatures that Shme as a Candle to them, nor 
God as a Sun ſhatl ariſe on them Luke paints 
out the ſadneſs of Pau!s Stare, and of tho c 
that were in the Ship with him, As :7,206 
That no ſmall 'Tempejt laid on them, and that 
. #:#ber the Sun nor the Stgrs for" many days ap=-1. 
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+ cachirje them, Thus it ſhall be with the 

amned in Hell, a dreadful Tempeſt of the 
wrath of God will lye upon them, and he' 
” will never appear as a Sun to chear them, 
nor ſuffer Creatures -as Stars to ſhine for 
their Comfort ; they will be ſhut our-from 
Gods gracious preſence, and alſo ſhut up 
- from the Creaturecs,they fhall neither have 
Beams from Heaven,nor Lamps from Earth, 
they ſhall leave all theiridols behind them 
in the world; they ſhall looſe all their feg- 
ſua] pleaſures and delights; God will give 
themno joy. and Creatures will lend them 
no comfort, therefore blackneſs of darkneſs 
. muſt needs follow. Thick darkneſs that might. 
be felt was one of the plagues of Egypt, Exod. 
21. 22, 23. but this laſted but three days, 
but here is Erernal Darkaeſs. 

2. This priſon 1s a ſtrong priſon.,there is 
no breaking out of it, vo Filing off the 
Chains of the Damyed.or Forcing open the 
doors, the Judg himſelf by the arm of his 
ownOmniſctency is the Keeper of this Priſon; 
the Eye of his Omniſciency (till watches over 
the Priſoners, that there is no flying or eſ- 
caping. God challengeth all creatures, who 
hall deliver out of my hand, Deut. 32.394 if he 
do tare in pieces, and deliver up the body 
ro the firſt, and the Soul to the Second Death; 
| there will be none to reſcue or delzver, P/. 50; 
© 22+ when ud ſhuts up, there is no opening, Job 
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© 12.14, Thothere may be millions of Pri- y- 
ſaners in Hell, yer this Evidences their © 
weakneſs, and evinces Gods itrength, that . 
this huge and vaſt multitude cannot wreſt ; * 
themſelves ou: of the Hand of the Judg,or ? 
break his Priſon ; God that caft them this 
ther, will hold and ſecure them there. : 
| 2.Gods Priſon is a cloſe Priſon;there will 
be no Addrefling to, Vilitingor Relciving 
of his Priſoners, Luke 16. 26. conſider what 
Abraham there ſpeaks to Dives, And beſides 
all this, between us and you there 2s a great gulf 
fixed, ſo that they that would paſs from hence to 
you cannotyneit ber can they paſs to us,that would 
come from thznce. T here 15a great gulf that 
cannot be filled up,or palled oyer,and this 
gulf is Fixed, it ſhall remain and continue 
for ever : Gods Decree is Stable,it cannot . 
be changed, revoked, or repealed; there is 
an unalterable, an ecernal ſeparation be-= 
eween the bleſſed and the damned; it is not 
to be thought that any of the Saints will 
pity the Damned, will relent towards them, 
or melr over them ; Saints that be perfe&t- 
ed,and even ſwallowed up in the Love of 
God, they ſhall fully acquiefs in his will, 
and rejoyce that his Jultice is Magnified, 
and his Power Gloriftied in the Erernal 
Deſtru&ion of the Wicked ; but Abrabam 
makes only a ſuppoſition ; if any ſuch 
thing were poſſible, if Saints could ſympa- 
. 2 chile. 
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+ thiſe with the Damned, if their 'Bowels 
* did yearn rowards them, if they were will- 
k ing to relicye them, or to carty over | 
any ſupplies to them, if they did endea- 
your to caſe their Pains, or mitigate their 
 Torments; all ſuch defires would be in 
® vain, all ſuch endeavours would be fruſt- 
Tated and incheftual ; they could not get 
rothe Damned, their Kindneſs could nor 
reach them or afte& rhem, all Communicati- 
no with them is obſtructed, all paſſages are 
ſhut up, theſe rormented Creatures are in- 
acceſſible; Saints can carry no water tocool 
their I ongues, can bring them nq Cordzals 
to revive their Soul;; the Damned cannot 
come forth, nor oche:s come in to them to 
ſaccour or cale them. 

4. It is an Ecerna! Priſon, there will be 
no Goal-delivery, no diſmiſhon or relea- 
ſing of theſe Pritoners. We real in 1ſa.24, 
21-22. of ſ]me that ſhould be gathered to- 
oerher \2nd ſhut up in Priſons, bur after 
many days they ſhuu!d be Vijtited. Piſcator 
underſtandsthis of K.ings and Princes that 
ſhould be Conquered by the King of Babylon, 
and held in Bondage for many ycars,' bur 
theſe opprefiled men ſhould ar laſt be Vifir- 
ed, a:d relgived by the gracious Kingdom 
of ſclus Chrift, that ſhould give liberty to 

© their Souls; freedom to their Conf. rences, 
” Bur choſe that God apprehengs, and ſhurs 
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up in his Priſon ſhall neyer be vilited, avd.. 
' recover their Liberry. Zeremmab was by 
the Fury of his Adyerſarics caſt into a* 
deep and micry Dungeon, bur God raig fd." 
him up Friends; Ebed-melech and others 
did let down Cords into his Dungeon, 
drew him ups and ſaved his life, Jer, 38s! 
10,1Ty 12, 13. But no Beam of Hope ſhall / 
ſhine, no Cord of a Promiſe ſhall be ler * 
down to the Damned to draw them up 
out of their Dungeon. Ir was an Ad of 
Opprefſion, Cruelty and Tyranny in the 
King of Babylon, that he opened not the * 
Houle of his Priſoners, Iſazah 14. 17. but 7? 
this is an Act of Pure and High Juſtice in 
God, that he will never open the Houſe 
of his Priſoners ; they that ſinned without * 
Dread of his Juſtice, ſhall ſuffer without ' 
Relief from his Mercy: There is now a © 
Wall of Partition berween God and fin- 
ners in this Life, but this may poſſibly be 
broken down, but there 1s a Guit fixed in © 
Hell, that can never be paſſed over. This * 
is dreadful to conlider, that God executes - 
ſinners, and yet they continue his Prifo- ? 
ners to feel mare Wrath, and ſuffer more 
Vengeance ; the guilt of fin ſtill cleaves 
to them, andthe wrath of God will till 
abide ' on them, Jchn g.laft, John 3. laf, 
ſin is ſaid to remaing and ſo wraih doth» + 
abide. Repentance in Hell will be withs 
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f any Froze, their Grief without Relief ; * 
;cheiP Groans, Cries, Petitions will not pre- 
Fyail, can obtain nothing at the Hand of 
r ; {inners were deaf to God in time, 
E and he will be deaf to them in cternity 2 
Thcir Hearts were hardned., and his 
> Bowels will be ſhut $ The Fewel of Gods 
* Anger will be evcrlaſting, therefore the 
| Fire will be eternal, an Immortal Death, 
an ever dying Miſery, and endleſs Tor- 
ments will be the Portion of the Damned. 
The tuffering Jews complain, and fay, 
+ that God had hedged them about, and they could 
* ot get out, Lam. 3 7. ſo the damned in 
| Hell are ſo hedged in by their owa guilt, 
| and the juſt wrath of God, that they can 
| 'never get out? Their Deſtruction will be 
everlaſting, their Ruin irrecoverable ; 
God will not Releaſe them, and they 
” cannot Reſcue themſelves. 

© 5. T his heightens the Miſery of depart- 
} ed Souls,thar their Priſon isa place of Tor- | 
ments, as well as of Reſtraint 3 Dives com- 
-Plains he was tormented in that Flame, Luke 
+ 16. 24, and would have his Brethren 
warned, that they might not come into that 
| place of Torments, Luke 16, 25. God will 
* exact his debts of, and execute his threat- 
nings on ſinners; He will tread them in 
- the Wine-preſs, and preſs out all that is 
ſweet, gratcful and plcalant, and leave 
WE p Np - 0 - 
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F only a dry Husk of Being 2 the Damne&®* 
ſecmto be called Carcaſcs, Iſatah 66. laſt. © 
Ye ſhall go forth, and ſee the carcaſes of thy * 
men that tranſereſſed again} me, The Ex- © 
preſſion is Elegant, Significant and Em- 
pharical 3 Chriſt 'will command. his Ehe- * 
mies that would not have him to reign 
over them, to be brought before him ; 
he will ſentence them to be lain in bis 
preſence ; when they are ſlain, when all 
the Peace, Joy, Comfort of their Souls is 
deſtroyed, what will remain but a meer 
Carcale of Being... W hen men ſhall be 
only to be miſerable, ro endure yenge- * 
ance, to ſuffer Torments, this may well 2 
be ſtiled a Carcafe of Being. Bullinger de | 
Triumph. tells us, that the day that an Em- 
perour Trinmphed, the Priſoners were 
led in Chains, and expoſed as an open ; 
ſpeacle to the Eyes of the SpeQators z ©? 
and that when the Chariot of him that 
Triumphed, turned to go up to the Cts, © 
pitol, then the Priſoners were led away * 
to the Priſon, and the Triumpher ſtaid : 
in the Capitol, till news was brought him, 1 
that the Priſoners, or ſome one of them ? 
was put tedcath in the Priſon ; the Pri- 
fon this day was a place of Execution : 
among the Komans, Gods Priſon will be a / 
place of Eternal Execution and Torments. 
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" the Tip of bis Finger 
| few drops to cool bis Tongue, Luke 16. 24. 
His Requeſt ſeems very modeſt, he did 
” not defire that Lazarus ſhould dip his 
whole Hand, no not his whole Finger, 
» bur only the Tip of his Finger, this was a 
very ſmall Pericion, yer ic is notgranted, 
- bur rejzeed and decried. Sinners in Hell 
" fhall nor obtain the leaſt eaſe, refreſhment 
* or mitigation. of their Torments. - God 
. will deal with ſinners, as they did with 
+ Feſus Chriſt ; he cried our, Thirſt, 7obn 
19. 28, but did he receive any thing 
* to refreſh or eaſe him? no, his Ene- 
 mies only filled a Sponge wita Vinegar, 
- and put 1t to his Mouth , John 19. 3o. 
+ this was to Torment, rather than Re- 
> lieve him. As Chriſt obtained nothing 
F from men to refreth him, ſo ſinners ſhall 
F» get nothing from God to caſe them; when 
* once they arc ſhurup in his Priſon, as the 
” wicked Jews, Prieſts and Scribes upbraid- 
ed Chriſt with his words and works, Mat. 
27. 42, 41, 42, 43. that he ſaid he would 
#. build the Temple, that be aſſerted himſeif to be 
the Son of God, that he ſaved others ; ſo a 
E Righteous God, and an Awakened Con- 
| ſcience will upbraid Sinners with their c- 
Evil words, and their {1nful ations to eter- 
nity ;' the iniqnity of their Heels will compaſs 
them a59ut » the reward of their Hand will be 
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” on. the fruit of their own way, and be Hed 
with their on inventions ;, Prov. 1. 31. \ 
that glory in their n:jdoms, and applauded then 
ſelves in their inventions, as if they. had ® 
found out the true and chief Good, as if * 
they had diſcovered the trve Pleaſures, the * 
true Liberty, the true Happineis, ' ſhall © 
ſmart for their Inventions, and feel the ; 
wotul effets of them tor ever. 
6. This renders the Condition of thoſe * 
that ate in Gods Priſon, terrible, that they 
are under the fear and dread of future & 
vils, and of a more ſevere puniſhmene: 7 
As the thoughts of the Afhzes' are bitter ? 
and terrible to Maletafors , they know * : 
that then their Crimes will be remens | 
bred. accuſations will be formed, Witnef: ©? 
ſes will appear againſt them, they will 
be Condemned and Executed : So ſinners | 
in Hell may dread the appearing of F oy : 
Chriſt, and the Judgment. of the Great 
Day : Sinners are not. yct at the bottom of © 
their Pir, they are not yet tallen under the 
heavieft, hotreſt, fulleſt expreffions of the 
Wrath of God; they do nor yet ſee the 
worſt of their Condition $ It is ſaid that 
Death and Hell ſhall! be caſt into the Lake ' of 
Fire and Brimftone ; this ts the ſecond death, 
Revel 20. 14. What is intended and mearit & 
by Dcath and Hell ? 1 ſuppoſe by Death * 
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» Here fignifies the Souls of the Damned 
= that were caſt into Hell + The Continent 
- is put for the thing Contained ; the Bodies 
of the wicked were held under death,and 
” their Souls were ſhut up in Hel), bur the 
| Bodies of the Wicked ſhall not {till fleep 
| in the Grave; they ſhall awake and riſe, 
be joinedto, and united with their Bodies; 
bur this reſurrestion will not be a benefit, 
but a hurt to them ; it will not be a pri- 
E viledge but a puniſhment ; their Bodies 
- . hall riſc that they may fall intorthe Lake 
of Fire, that they may feel Torments, that 
they be obnoxious co puniſhryent from 
the REVEnging Hand of God ; thoſe that 
are now in Hell do know that this will 
be, that their Souls and Bodics muſt meer 
| again, thar as they joined in fin, ſo they 
+ may be Companions in miſery ; this con- 
jun&ion they dread, they would rather 
* their Bodies ſhould dwell in the Grave for 
ever, than that Soul and Body both ſhould 
be united to be drowned in a Lake of Fire, 
to be ſwallowed up of the ſecond Death, 

_ 7. Sinners ſhall have the miſery of their 
Priſon heightned by theſe two aggravari- 
ons. 1. TI hey that remember what Mercy 
” Was once offered to them, and was rejeted 
- by them, 2. T hey that behold what hap- 
| pineſs 
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what means of Grace they once enjoyedg i 
what tenders of Salvation were made to 7? 
them; the Son of God preached tothe old 4 
World; he called them to Repentance, *# 
he warned them to fly from the Wrath to - * 
come; yet their Underſtandings were - 
darkned, their Conſciences ſtupified, their 
Hearts hardned, their Ears ftopt ; even ſo 
it hath been ſince, thoſe that have been un * 
rhe Church, and under the ſound of the - 
Word, have heard tidingsthat ſhould haye 
alfeted their Spirits, gladded their Hearts 


yea, even raviiked their Souls; a year of 


—_ hath been proclaimed, a day of 
alvation hath been afforded ; ſinners have 
been told, that dead Souls may hear the 
Voice of the Son of God and live; that 
Priſoners in this World may be ſet free, 
_—_ releaſed, Wounds may be healed, 
Diteaſes cured, Sinners may be juſtified in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, filchy Souls 
may be cleanſed, Conſcience may be pur- 
ged from dead works; yet men mind nor, 
regard not, ſeek not any of theſe things 2 
They make light of all the Travel of 


 Chriſts Soul, of the Purchaſe of. his Blood, 


of the Legacics of his Teſtament, Matt.22. 
5+ they conſider not that their Diſcaſes 
threareR |} 


. : nw 


» 


- 
. 
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* ed, and reflected on as a juſt Cauſe of Erernal Puniſh- 
3 


' be ſaved, Iſaiah 45. 22. They turned from the Caprain 


*, toChrift thar they might have life, Fohn 5. 40. they 


them, that their vanity of Mind, their” careleſneſs of 


 Mifeaten then vich Frernal death ; that the weight of TP 
will fink them down into the Botromilefs Pit 7 © 


mer Guil 
that the ſhame of their Nakedneſs will expoſe them 
to everlaſting Contempr and Abhorreney- ; all his 
Stupidity, Folly and hardneſs of Heart ſhall be renew- 


ment : They ſhall remembet, how Jeſus Chriſt called, 
and they did non anſwer ; he knocked, and rhey did 
not open 3 he ſtretched out his Hands filled with pre- 
rious and ineſtimable Gifrs, but they dig not ſtretch 
out the hand of Faith to-receive Chriſt, and his Bene- 
firs: They would nor Jook to Chriſt that they might 


of Salvation to a Murtherer, from a merciful Shepherd 
toa cruel and devouring Lion ; they would not come 


would not lean on Chriftr Arm, that they might nor 
fall under the wrath of God, and the vengeance of 
Eternal Fire. This will one day fting them, that ſin 
was ſweeter to them than falvation; that rather than 
quench the fire of Luſt, they would run into the flames 
of Hell ; that rather than the @ld Man ſhould ſuffer, 
and its Members he mortified or cut off, they themſelves 
would periſh everlaſtingly : This will to erernity wound 


Spirit, their unbelief, and hardneſs of Heart hath un- 
done rhem ; that they dallied, triffled away the time; 
turned away the Phyſitian, refuſed the Redeemer, re- 
jeted the Bridegroom, and muſt ſuffer the deferved pu- 
niſhment for all this to erernirty ; they will ſee their op- 
portunity is loſt.. and never to be regained ; that the 
Door of Gods Houſe is ſhur, never to be opened again; 
that the Treaty of Peace is broken off, never to be re- 
vived any more ; that the Ladderthar joined Earth and 
Heaven together is taken away, is drawn up, and will 
Rcyer be let down to fingers any more. 
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JT” 2. This will aggravate the Miſery of thals 
4 that are in this Infernal- Priſon, th 
ſhall ſee whaz others enjoy, but” they are be» 
reaved of, and ſhut out from, Luk. 13. 28,; 
There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, whe 
ye ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob mm tht? 
Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves thruſt outs 4 
The Time was when Sinners were earneſtly 3 
called upon, were preſſed with importunity”? 
ro enter into the Kingdom of God, but they. 
negle&ed, they contemned it, but now this * 
is their Puniſhment to be thruſt our into Eter- " 
nal Darkneſs and Torment; and their loſs? 
will be embittered, when they behold what ©: 
others are arrived at, and in Poſleſſion of : O 
how will it pierce the Hearts of the degenerate 
Seed of Godly Men, to ſee their Fathers poſs 
ſeſs a rich Inheritance, and they themſelves -. 
to be Poor for ever ! How will this vex, in- 
cenſe and inrage them ; to ſee others at a ? 
plentiful Royal Feaſt, and themſelves to lie . 
under an Eternal Famine ! That Saints Tri- + 
umph in Glorious Triamph, and. they are +: 
held in Eternal Bondage : That others wear 7 
Robes, and Crowns of Glory, but they them- * 
ſelves are clothed with ſordid Garments, and 
Rags of Infamy ; it might be a trouble ro La : 
zarus to [te Dives his Plenty, and his own Pe- + 
nury : To behold his Delicates, and coſtly }. 
Fare, and then refleft on his own hunger and * 
wants; but in the other World things are 

quite turned. Now . Dives is troubled to leg ''5 
{Lazarus at Reſt,;agd be himſelf ia Tormetituy 


$1 
FW 
$1 


| Lazarus, calts PP 4% anc +» mſel 'Fa- > 
Es 16. 19, 20,21, 22, 24. O how 
; T Tek 


-Toa and Torment Sinners to ſee 
aints bathing themſelves in the Fountain of 
e, and that they cannot get a drop of W3- 
ter to cool their Tongues, and allay their 
+ Torments ! 
”.. 1. V/e, Of the Doftrine: Is it ſo that the 
+ Spirits of Wicked men gone out of the Body, 
gre in Gods Priſon, then this Truth ſhould 
prota ſecure, and ſtrike a Terrour into 
ard Hearted Sinners. O do not imagine, 
. that if you are afflicted, that you receive all 
+. your evil things here Gods anger is not turn- 
* ed away,” his Sword i is not ſheathed, his Con: 
# troverlie is not at an end with you; there is 
a yalt Arrear of Debt, a dreadful remainder 
- of Wrath yet behind : You drink but the Top 
of the Cup of Gods Fury, the dregs of it yet 
Eo aln to he ſucked into your Sovls in another 
orld, Pſal. 75. 8. God lets fall but ſome 
drops of his Diſpleaſurehere, the moſt dread- 
tul ſtorm is yet behind, Pſal. 11.6. God now 
doth bur. Skirmiſh with Sinners in this World, 
he will jain Battel, and come to a cloſe fight 
* With themin another World. © Sinners ! wiil 
» you chooſe the way to Gods Priſon, will you 
_— the Road that leads to the Lake of Fire 
nd Brimſtone? you fooliſhly run into the 
eviis ſnares, and ruſh upon Hell and De- 
tr eQion ; wil you bring forth Fruit to Death? 
- ak 7. wed Will. you bear ſuch Fruit as- will 


wc re morthy of Deaths an more q 
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TJ” fit, for-Deſtroftion ? Will you- provide.ovf 
F dences,. and prepare witneſles._for. your Can- 
demnation ? Fer. 14. 7. Mens Inquiries teftsfip- 
atainſt them. The more Sins they commit, the * 
more Witneſſes they raiſe up againſt rhem® 
ſelves. Will you heap up fuel for your Eters* 
nal burning ? Will you daily purchaſe ons 
your ſelves a place in this Eternal Priſon $+3 
Will- you yield your depraved Wills, your - 
vile Aﬀections as ſo many Chains given into. , 
the Devils hand to lead you by unto this dread- 
ful Priſon ? Will you Barter, and Trade a-,? 
way your Souls for ſo contemprtible a price, * 
as the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, and the -3 
Pleaſures of Sin that are but for a ſeaſon? _ . .. 
Will you be ignorant of Satan Devices ? 

Will you not diſcern his deſigns? he ſeeks for, 

he hunts after your Souls. His.aim is to gaig | ® 
and ſeize them, that he may carry them a- 
way into this dark Priſon; O Sinners will 
you not conſider, will you not rouſe up your - ' 
ſelves, and ſtart out of your deep Slzep ? there *? 
may be bur a ſtep between you and this Eter- 
nal Priſon. Will you delay at the brink of 
the Pic? will you fleep at the Door of the 
Priſon? Will you not ſtop your ſelves bes 
fore it be too late? Will you ſtay in the De- 
'vils ſnare, till he takes up his ſnare ? Amos 
3. 5. ſeizes on the prey he hath caught, and 
carries it away to Hell? As the Lord liveth, 
there is a place of Miſery, thereis a- dreadful 
Priſpn, and place of Torments,, Do-nok, bay + 
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Ft as a meer Ifvention of Men, or as vain uti- 
® grounded Faticy, entertained in weak and ti- 
*merous Minds: Do not go on to deſpiſe or 
queſtion it, till God confutes your unbeliet, 
and puniſhes your Atheiſm, by the woful, 
© Painful feeling of that, which you would not 
= believe or fear. 
2. Vſe. Donot envy Stnners,do not grudge 
* them their fall Cup of ſenſual Delights, their 
{- calm and ſmoath Streams of Proſperity. God 
 hatha reckoning with them ; Judgments are 
-- travelling towards them, Hof. 5.1. Venge- 
ance is ready to take hold of them, thoſe that | 
| now will bear no Yoak, will be reſtrained by 
no bounds, muſt ſhortly be laid faſt in the E+ 
ternal Priſon: They that now ſwim in Rivers 
of Pleaſures, muſt ſoon be drowned in Perdi- 
tion and Deſtruftion: They that ſuck in large 

dravghts of ſenſual Delights, muſt within a 

little time drink the Wine of the Wrath of 
 theAlmighty. Would yonenvy a MalefaCtor 
* alarge Meal, or a full Glaſs of Wine, that 
* next day is to be executed? Would you 
grudge a Man Fine Cloaths, or delicate Fare, 
that next hour is to be caſt into devouring 
Fire ? their Comforts are meaſured by Time, 
but their Miſery and Torment is to be meaſu- 
red by Eternity ? 

3. Vſ/e,. O examime your ſelves, what 
grounded Hope you have that you ſhall be ſe- 
cured. from Eternal Bondage, and delivered | 
from the wrath to come ; are you in the Road] . 


> q a: 


there are but theſe two Receptacles and pla-3 
ces of Entertainment for departed Souls. Cones 
ſider well of it, are you in a periſhing way.?. 
Pſal. 1. laſt. or in the way Everlaſting, P/, - 
139. laſt ? Put theſe following Queltions to; 
your Souls. . 
1. Are your Eyes opened ? I/a. 42. 7. This® 
is the means to bring us out of our ſpiritual»? 
. | Priſon, and the firſt ſtep towards our Liberty, 
| | Why are Men fo quiet, ſo contented, ſo ſa- 
tisfied to ſtay in Gods outer Priſon ? Surely 
it is, becauſe their Eyes are ſhut, they diſcern, 
not waere they are, and how great their dan- | 
ger is. Jeſus Chriſt firſt opens the blind eyes, 
and then he brings the Priſoners out of the 
Priſon-Houſe : Inquire therefore, did you ever 
come to your ſelves, take up true Notions, of 
forma right Judgment concerning your loſt, 4? 
deplorable and miſerable Eſtate? Zuk, 15. 19. * 
The Prodigal came to himtelf, he converſed 
with, refleted on himſelf, dwelt on the ſad 
Thoughts of what his Folly, and Luſts had re- 
duced him to; and then he took up this fixed 
Reſolution, 1 will ariſe and go to my Father, 
Luk, 15. 18, 19, 20, 21+. If Men did come to 
themſelves, they wopld leave Sin as a bad 2 
and hard Maſter, and would return to God * 
their Heavenly Father. The Apoſtle Paul » 
{peaks of Sinners recovering themſelves out of 
the ſnare of the Devil, 2 Ti, 2. laſt. The, 
Word in the Greek is «vevinl@av, Ir ſignifies to 
recover out of Drunknneſs, and to become'fo- 


i beg ;, and thoſe that thus become OUBT OH | Lap 
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hat of the fnare of the Devil. 'Sintiers (r&'F* 
drunken witch falfe Notions, with wrong Con- Y 
ceptions, and ungrounded Tmaginations con- 
terning themſelves, the goodneſs of their 
own Eſtate, the ſweetneſs of the Pleaſures 
of Sin, the worth of the Riches of the World. 
{Men maſt return to ſobriety of Mind, toa right | 
CJadgment of their State and Ways, that they | 
zmay recover out of the ſnare of the Devil. Are | 
;the Scales of Ignorance fallen off from your | 
F Eyes, is the Veil drawn off from your Hearts ? 
RAT. 12.7, 9. A Light ſhined into Peters Pri- | 
pſon, and theu he was raiſed, and called out of | | 
F 5t ; fo here. 
2, Are you come to Jeſus the Mediator of | 
the New Teſtament, and to the Blood of ſprink- | 
» ling, that ſpeaks better things than the Blood of 
$ 3a ? Heb. 12. 24. Are you come into his 
* Righteouſneſs? Pſal.69. 27. That is an obſer- 
* yable Phraſe, to come into the Righteouſnels(of 
| the Meſſiah; Believers come into it as their 
» Garment that muſt cloath and cover them, their 
© Fortreſs and City of Refuge, that muſt ſecure 
| them from the Curſe of the Law, and Reven- 
+ ging Juſtice. Thoſe that hay hold of, and come 
+. into the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are paſſed 
from Death to Life, and ſhall never come into 
p* Condemnation, Fohn 5. 20. Thele things are 
| Finked with, and depend oneachother, coming 
* into Chriſts Righteouſneſs ſecures us from 
game into Condemnation ; have you fled by 
+, Faich to the Mediator and his Blood, ſo that 
+ You ve- receive i the Aronemem that he made, #- 
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Rom. 5: t1 ?'Do you applyſthe Recondliaticn' 
" that Chrift hath made to Your ſelves ? 2 Coy, $4) 
18. All things are of God, who hath reconciled; 
us to himſelf by Feſus Chriſt. | ; 

3. Are you made Free from the Law of Sin. 
and Death ? Rom. 8.2. The Law of the Spirit of : 
Life which is in Chriſt Feſus, hath made me free - 
from the Law of Sin and Death. The Law of! 
the Spiric is the mighty, powerful, effeCtual.” 
working of the Spirit of Life. Thoagh the Law 
of Sin be ſtrong, yet the Law of the Spirit of 
Life is ſtronger. This Law of the Spirit cat, 
prevail and carry it againſt the Law of Sin. 
have weever experienced this mighty Law of 
tne Spirit ? hath it broke our Fetters and Chains, ' 
mortified our Luſts, enlarged our Hearts ? Pſab. 
119. 32. Then will I run the way of thy Com \ 
manaments, when thou ſhalt enlarge Heart. : 
It is the work of the Spirit ro enlarge the under- * 
ſtanding by beaming in new Light, and to en- 7 
large the Will by kindling new tpiritual Love 3 | 
when Chriſt by his Spirir doth cirtumcile the ! 
Heart, then the Chains of Luſt do fall off: 7; 
the Law of God written in you ? Jer. 31. 33+ Is 
this a prevailing, reigning Principle in yout 
Hearts, and as a powerful Byaſs on your Wills? 5 
Do you chooſe the way of Truth, and chooſe Gods 
Preeepts ? Plal. 119. 30, 173. i 

4. Have you New, Honourable, and Orna- * 
mental Chains caſt about your Souls ? 1/a. 45: * 
14. It is promiſed the Church, that the Egyp- 2 
tans, and the Ethiopians, and other: Genle 
- (Nations, ſhould come aver to her,and be hers 3. 


* 
- 
+» 
# 
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=they ſhould come over to her, and after her. in 
+ Chains, We are net to underſtand the Words Y 
" as if Chriſt ſhould force Proſelites into his 
» Church, or Subjects into his Kingdom. Jeſus 
* Chriſt never did violence to the Badies of Men, 
* or by an outward force hale Men to him 3 but | $; 
* the Phraſe fhgnifies the powerful work of Chriſt | ;s 
# by his Spirit on the Minds and Conſciences of | of 
- Men; hecaſts Chains of Light and Love about | tþ 
the Souls of Men : He mightily convinces and | 1: 
# perſwades them of the Truch of his Doctrine, | :/ 
- of the Excellency of his Promiles:. He plants | 
” ſtrong Inclinations in them, he makes powerful | v 
Impreſhons on them, that they cannot but ſub- | N 
jet themſelves to him, and yield and ſubmir || h 
to his Church. Thoſe that are bound with |} n 
., Chainsof Lightand Love, ſhall not be Priſoners | © 
” inHel], or bound there with Chains of Ever- | tI 
| laſting Darkneſs. ] 
” $5. Is your Priſon Rayment put off and chan- 
ged ? when Foſeph was brought out of the Dun- 
" geon, and was called to come in to Pharaoh, it 
- 1s ſaid he changed his Raiment, Gen. 41. 14. 
' Priſon Garments were not fit to be worn by a 
Man called unto Liberty, and in the preſence 
+ of a King. While we are in the ſpiritual 
& Priſon we wear filthy Garments, Z-ch. 3. 3. 
The old Man is a ſordid Garmenrt,that dothde- 
=” file and deform our Souls; this Priſon Raiment 
=- doth fit Men for the Priſon of Hell. O there- 
© fore conſider, whether you bave put off the old 
Man, and bis Deeds, Col. 3. g. and have cru- 


” . fipedthe Fleſh with jts Aﬀettions and Luſts, Gal, 
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4. 24+ Have you put onthe Lord Jeſus ?Rofh.1 © 
laſt.. Have you put his Mind on your Mind, and 
his Will on 'your Will, and his Aﬀeftions_on 
your Aﬀections? Have you put on the new * 
Nature of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo put him on for 
Santification ? it is ſaid of the Church that fhe 
is all Glorions within, and that her cloething is 
| of wrought Gold: That ſhe ſhall be brought unte 
| the King in Kaiment of Needle-work,, Pal. 45. 
13, 14. andit is ſaid, werſe 15. {hat ſhe and 
the Virgins her Companions with Joy ſhall enter 
into the Kings Palace. This Scripture teaches 
us, how they muſt be cloathed that are to be 
Married to Jeſus Chriſt, and to be taken into 
his Royal Palace, and into a bleſſed Commu- 
nion with him, The cloathing, the Ornaments 
of our Souls will inform and inſtruct us, whe- 
ther we are ſecured from Gods Eternal Priſon, 
and fitted ro dwell in his glorious Palace. 

3. Uſe, O ſeek to prevent your going into, 
and abiding in this dreadſul Priſon z when the 
Plalmiſt was under but Temporal Afflictions, 
and outward Reſtraints, how doth he cry to 
God ! Pſal.1 42. laſt. Bring my Soul out of Pri- 
ſen; that I may Praiſe thy Name : And ſhould 
you not be more earneſt, and importunate with 
God, to bring your Souls out of a fpiritual Pri- 
ſon, and to prevent their being caſt into an E- 
ternal Priſon, D#ves would have his Brethren 
warned that they might not come #nto that place © 
of Torment, Luk. 16.28. and ſhall not. we 
much more defirethis for our ſelves, and regard - * 

Gods warnings that we may not come into this... 
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F (1.) Togive yot ſome Motjves, to ſtir you up 


& toavoid this Priſon. (2.)1 ſhall give you ſome 
{ Direftions how you may be preſerved from 
this Priſon. Strive to eſcape this Priſon, 
> that yonr Lot ard Portion may not be in it 
for ever : For, 

(r.) This is a moſt wncomfortable Priſon : 
The Company is very bad, Devils and damn- 


ed Souls will inhabit theſe Regions of dark- 
neſs. O what horrid Scrieches and doleful 
Grans, what fearful Execrations and Biaf. 

hemics will be heard there to Eternity ! Pri- 


on-Fare here in the World uſeth to be courſe 
and unpleaſant ; x King. 22. 27. Abab 1aith 
of the Prophet Micatah, Put this fellow in Pri- 
ſon, axid feed him-wich Bread of affiit:on, and 
water of affiiion : But how much worſe will 
the Treatment of Sinners be in Hell ! they 
muſt feed on Wormwood and gall, and be 
filled with the fruit of their own ways, and 
drink the Wine of the Wrath of God. © God 
will call off all Comforters frm them, and call 
all his Terrors againſt them, Lam. 2. laſt. As 
Jeſus when he ſtood in the place of Sinners, 
and aſwered Gods Juſtice for their iniquities, 
he was deſerted by all his three Diſciples that 
+ he took to be with him in his Agony, who fell 


”. . aſleep; when he was apprehended all his diC- 


ciples forſvok him, and fled from him, Mar. 
O, ark, 14. del ' Jeſus Chriſt complains 
a, that, ePberica ts, Pſal. 69. v. 20. 
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noe. He complains God his Father forſook* 
him, Pſal. 22. He hid his pleaſing Countes 
zance from him, and turned his angry Face 
zpainſt him; the ſight of this cauſed Chrift to 
ſweat drops of Blood in the Garden. You 


: [ſee Jeſus Chriſt ſtood alone to bear the wrath 


of God; all forſook and rejze&ed him. As 
ſeſns Chriſt was dealt withal, ſo thou muſt 
expect to be uſed ; all Creatures will with- 
draw, and God alſo will hide his Face. 
Sinners ſhall behold nothing but the huge 
Hoſt of their iniquities compaſſing them a- 
bout, and the Lord of Hoſts fighting againſt 
them z; Conſcience ſhall reproach them, God 
will loath them, all Fleſh will abhorr them, 
Iſa. 66. laſt. . 

2. Gods Priſon is a reproachful, ignominious 
and infamous Place : Here Gods Debtors are 
detained, here bis Enemies are conkned ; this 
will be an Eternal Diſgrace to the Priſoners, 
that a patient Creditor was put to arreſt 
them, that a long-ſufftering God was neceſſt- 
tated to apprehend and ſhut them up: He 
hath ſworn that to Him every Knee ſhall bow, 
Ia. 45. 23. And thoſe obſlinate, ſtiff-necked 
Sinners would not willingly ſtoop to God, 


would not yield him any ſincere Obedience, © 3 


therefore God was obliged to bow, to break; 
to ſtoop them, whether they would or no- 


To be a; Tr for Fruit, is honourable ; bat 
2x Barzennels tobe made a Tree for Fact, 
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7s diſgraceful; to ſerve' God only by thei 
* Sufferings and Torments, . to illuſtrate. . the: 
+ Scory of Gods Juſtice by his Hating' of them, 
” and the Glory of his Power by Punifhing 
them, this is infamous to Creatures. Dar, 
12-2. it is ſaid, ſome ſhall riſe to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. | | 

3. The Priſon is onr own Place, Aﬀs 25. Fudas is ſaid 
togo to bis own Place. We have deſerved to be caſt thither, 
to be confined there for ever : Conſufion of Face belongs | ,, 


to us, Dan. g. 8, 9. Death is the Wages due to our Ini- 7 
uities, Rom. 6. laſt. We have ſhewed the Power of our 


nmity againſt God, and he may ſhew the Power of his n 
Wrath agaioſt us, Pſal. 90. 11. We are Children of Wrath Fr 


by Nature, Eph. 2. 3. ſo Hell is our Inheritance and 
Patrimony : We are Children of Diſobedience, Eph. 2.2. | 4 
and fo Hell is our Purchaſe. God hath beea exiled out 
| of our NMi-ds, Pſal. 10. 4 and we deſerve to be ba- 
E _niſh'd out of his glorious Preſence. It is ſaid that Cain 
* wont 0ut from the preſence of the Lord, Gen. 4. 16. and the d 
Prodigal went into a far Countrey, Luk. 15. 13, 14. Thus n 
Sinners do finfully baniſh themſelves from God, and a | « 
ſinful Baniſbment doth deſerve and may procure a pce- | 5 
nal Baviſhment : If every Worker of Iniquity hath bid | , 
God Depart, Job 21; 14, 15, They ſay to the Almighty, De. || . 
part from us ; then ſurely it is but a juſt Recompenſe 
" for Chriſt to ſay at laſt, Go ye Curſed into. everlaſting 
Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels,. Matth. 25 4r. 
*(z.) I ſhall now proceed to ſome Direfions, how 
you may eſcape this Priſon. 
1. You muſt Believe ſoundly that there is ſuch a Pri- 
fon: This Truth muſt be fixed on, and rooted in your 
* Minds ; it muft not be a doubtful Opinion, but a root- 
i ed Perſwefion : God is wronged by wicked Men, and 
he maſt right himſelf ; they have preſſed him with their 
, Triquities as 4 Cart is preſſid andey. the ſheaves, and he 
mult eaſe himle]tf, 1/z, 1:24. Ab, 1 will eaſe me of my Ene, 
eh, 4nd tuenge me of my Adverſaries.. Slaners tile up} | 
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Sith thoſe thet riſe up 4gzinft rbee * and God mult humble. © 
Fand abate them : - Fſal. 73. 29. Thou ſetreft rhem in fligpe» - | 
I 1 places, thou caſteſt them down into deſtrufion. Ungods 
ly men break God's Tock, Jer. 5. 5. and therelore 
be broken wich that Rod of Iron that is in Chriſt s hand; 
F« | Pſal. 2. 9. God will draw near to them in Juſtice, Mel. 
d. 3 5. I will come near to you :0 Fudgment, that are gone far 
trom God as to Obedience : Pſal. 73.27. £o thoſe tbat 
. | are far from thee ſhall periſh. | 
d 2. Acknowlecge that you have deſervel to be thrown © 
, | into this Priſon : Have you net lived withour God in the 
S | World, Eph. 2.12. and and ſo have yuu not begun your 
l* } Hell on Earth ? have you not executed a great and griev- 
ous part of the Eternal Puniſhment on your ſelves, by 
neglefing Converſe with God, and cutting your ſelves 
off from Communion with him ? Have you not content- 
edly been wichour God in Time, and 1s it not righteous 
that you ſhould be without him to Eternity ? 

3. Submit to the Spirit of God when it becomes a Spt- 
rit of Bondage to your Souls, Rom. 5. 15. It is then a Spi- 
rit of Bondage, when it arreſts the Conicience with a 
deep heavy tenle of Sin ; when it ſets home the Threat. 
nings and Curle of the Law, when it ſeals to a Sinuer a 
Sentence of Condemnation, and fils the Soul with the 
Terrors of God: Gal. 3. 22. The Scripture bath concluds 
ed all under Sin ; the word ovrixacuow might as well be 
rendred ſbut u? : The Scripture hath ſhue up all men, 
© | and all the As of the Natural man under fin ; it is 
> | TuyTz, all things that appertain and belong to the Na- 
| tural man, and flow from him : For they that are in the 
| fi:fb, cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8. The Sacrifice of the 
Wicked, that is, his beſt Religious Service, is an Abomi- 
nation to the Lord : And the Prayer of the Wicked, that is, 
all his common Actions, are alſo un Abomination to the 
Lord, Prov. 15. 8, 9. It the Sacrifice and the Way of the 
Wicked be an Abomination, then the Scripture may 
well sonclude his AU under Sin. Ungodly men ſeem 
to walk at Liberty, to. be ſecure, merry, and uncon- 
cerned at Sin, the Wrath of God, and an Eternal State; _ 


- bu the Spirit'of God comes andarreſts ſecure Sjnners, 
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"dreadful ſenſe. of the Wrath of God ; in this Caſe & 
F ganperous for Perſons to ſhake off the Terrors of God 
to deſpsſe his Threatnnings, and to break God's Pref 
fon : Thoſe that quench Convifions, and return to a 
looſe and licentious Lite, are in great danger of undo. 
Ing themſelves to Eternity. Be therefore perſwaded, 
that the Spirit and the Scripture do mercifully ſhut nv 
Unregenerate Men, and all their Actions under fin ; | 
is not that they may ſink under their Guilt, lauguifh 
under their Diſeaſe, and periſh everlaſtingly ; but all 
this is to humble their proud Minds, and break- their 
hard Hearts, that they may ſue to Free Grace to remit 
their Debt, break their Chains, heal their Diſeaſe, and 
fave their Souls. The Scripture ſhuts up all under ſin, 
that the Promiſe by Faith of Feſus Chriſt might be given to 
them that believe : The Spirit of Bondage prepares Per- 
fons for the Spirit of Adoption, that Men may act Faich 
on Jeſus Chriſt, lay hold of the free Promiſe, and fo 
have Juſtification and Salvation as an Alms of Mercy. 
4. Liſten to Ehriſts Foice, that calls you out of the 
& ſpiritual Priſon, I. 49. 9. That thou mayſt ſay to the Pri. 
| ſoners, Go forth ; and to them that are in darkneſs, Shew 
E your ſelves, O defire and cry to Jeſus Chriſt to ſpeak 
* this effeQtually to your Soul: You need he ſhould ſpeak 
with a ſtrong hand, Ifa.8.11. Look to J:ſus Chriſt to ofen 
the door of Gods Priſon, T[z. 61. r. and alſo to open the 
door of your bart heart. Aﬀts 16. 14. God opened the # 
Heart of Ly4iz, O defiie Jeſus Chriſt to ſpeak lo, that 
your Chains may fall off, your Doors fly open, and 
you be broyght our of darkneſs and the Priſon-bouſe, T/a. 
42. 7. You need to be ſprinkled with the Blood of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ro keep deſtroying Juſtice out : 
The Blood of the Paſchal Lamb ſprinkled on the Door- 
poſts of the Iſrae/ires, was a Sign to the deſtroying An- 
gel that he was not to break into that Houle, or Kill 
any there, Exod. 12. 22. 23. It is the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt the True Paſchal Lamb, r Cor. 5. 7. $. that mult 
beour Guard, Security, ProteRion ; and where this is 
Y Iprinkled, God ſets a Sign on thoſe Sgpls, that they ſhall 
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Cal ju 008 Place, think: do of an Lk tw . 
he Blood of the Paſchal Lamb ſprinkled on the Tfra« *% 
elites Doors, that wasa Sign they ſhonid he ſafe: ' So 


F Chriſts Blood applyed tous, and ſpriakled on us, is 
7 | a ſure Sign and Tokeu of our Salvation, that we ſhall 
5 | not come into Condemnation, but find Mercy with rhe 
p Lord: O therefore apply your ſelves by Faith to Jeſus 
1 Chriſt as a Kedeemer, 1[/a. 59. 20. that you may be Ran- 
1 | ſomed by che Blocd he hath ſhed, by the Price he hath 
paid ; addreſs your ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt as a Delive- 
rer, Rom. 11. 25. that you may be Reſcued by that Pow- 
4 | <7 he can pur forth. Jeſus Chriſt is a Redeemer by 
Price, and a Deliverer by Power ; theſe two conjoyn» 
ed do render him a Compleat and perte& Saviour, -If 
Jeſus Chriſt be a refining Fire to you in this World, 
h | Mal. 3. 2, 3, 4- God will not be a Conſuming Fire to you 
pr in the world to come, Heb. 12. laſt. 

5. Repent unfeignedly of, and truly break off from 
| your Sins : Mark I. 15. Repert ard believe the Goſpel & 
waſh your Hearts from Wickedneſs, putraway the evif 
your doiugs, eſcape that Corruption that is in the Worl 
k through Luſt, Fer. 4. 14. 1/a. 1.16, 17. 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
& [Break and ſhake off the bond of Iniquity, Afts 8. 23. Get 
out of the Snare of the Devil, 2 Tim. 2.laſt. and you 
reed not dread the Eternal Priſon. GoJ will not con- 
demn thoſe that bear his Image, live his Life, wage 
War with his Enemies. As you ſeek to Jeſus Chriſt ro 
id quench the Fire of God's Wrath by putting his Blood 

on it, ſo do you pluck away the Fuel of this Fire by Re- 
pentance and continual Mortification ; ſuffer ina your . 
 [Fleſh, in your corrupt Nature here, 2 Pet. 4. 1. that R 
* lyou may not ſuffer in your Soul for” eyer hereafter ; 
dye to fin, that you may not dye for fin : If your Luſts 
11 | till find Favour with you, how can you hope to 

find Mercy with God ?> Curb your Fleſh, reſtrain your 
elves from Carnal Liberty, and you ſhall be ſafe, and 
ecured from eternal Bondage. Make a Covenant with 


13 pour Eyes, Fob 31.. 1. reſtrain them from w , 
nd . on tempting and enticing Obje&ts. Cry.ta. 
God, Lind non 7 mie Ur um oi Vai, Pal 
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23. ſuppreſs vain thoughts thar ſpring up; quaſh ſenſual} 

detires chat are in ng ſprout forth : The old man is 
a ſtock ſtill budding ; In-dwelling fin is ſtill cempting ; 
this Womb would ſti]] conceive, and bring forth Fruit 
to death ; there is a Law in us, Rom. 7.21. that Satan 


hath enacted, Xſembers that he hath made ; Col. 3. f | 


Lufis that he hath kindled, 1 Fob. 2.15, 16. Our daily 
Work therefore muſt be to contend with our corrupt 
Wills and vile AﬀeCtions 3 to fight againſt fin, to con- 
fli wich and overcome our ſelves : He that overcometh 
fball zot be burt of the ſecond Death, Rev. 2. 11. You muſt 
ain your Tongues, and ſet a Watch before the door 
of your Lips; the Pſalmiſt faid, he would take heed to 
bis ways, that he did not fin with his Tongue ; he would 
keep bis Mouth with a Bridle, Plal. 39. 1+ Much fin would 
be prevented if we did watch over our Words. Chriſts 
great ftlence when he was falſly accuſed, points at Sin- && 
ners great ſin in abuſing their Tongues in raſh and evil WF 
ſpeaking. We muſt alſo refrain our Feet from the 
ways of Sin and Death, Pſal. 119. 101. I bave refrained 
my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy Word. I 
By the Ward of thy Lips I bave kept my ſelf fromthe Path Ii 
of. the deſtroyer, Pſal. 17. 4. Wicked men take Liberty I: 
to themſelyes to ſay or do what they pleale : Fer. 14. 
10. 'They love to wander, they have not reſrained their Feet : if 
It is dangerous for you to afte@ a Liberty for your cor- þ 
rupt Heart*, roving Senſes, and wandring Feet. If you 
give Liberty to your Luſts, God will proclaim Liberty 
to the Sword, Fer. 34. 17. Would you have Gods pu- 
niſhing hand at Liberty to deſtroy you? would you 
have his Gliſtering Sword at Liberty to cut you off? 
ſhall all banks be cut, and the Flood of the Wrath | 
ot. God be at Liberty to overwhelm and ſwallow you | 
up for ever ? Abridge your ſelves, deny carnal Liber- Ig 
ty to your Fleſh and it's Luſts: If you walk in the Þ 
Narrow Way of the Law-giver, you ſhall not tall in- 
to the ſtrait Priſon of the Judge. L 
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